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from a leaflet issued by the unpopular front 
A classic example of the chain of command 
which operates within this university is the 
way in which information about the campus 
Women's Lib. group was elicited from the 
Students' Union. On Wed. Oct, 6th, Murray, 
the member for Clayfield, tabled questions 
in State Parlt. for Fletcher, the minister for 
Education, to answer. The questions con-
cerned the group's affiliation with the 
Union, its membership, its financial alloca-
tion, and the use to which that finance was 
put. Fletcher rang the Admin.; Rayner rang 
David Luck, who as a matter of principle 
refused the request for information. Rayner 
• • • 'e«w^«p reminded Luck that 
the Senate was that night to consider the 
Union's submission for its fee increase. In 
one of those about-turns for which he has 
deservedly become famous, Luck capitulated 
and gave Rayner the information Fletcher 
was after. 
Trivial ^ though the information about 
Women's Liberation might seem-and the 
fuH implications of its divulgence are not yet 
known-the way in which it was sought arjd 
gained is a striking illustration of the 
Administration's close co-operation with the 
Govt. It also depicts the principles of the 
Union's collusion with, and coercion from, 
the Admin; "principles" upon which the 
Union was founded. For the Union has no 
legal existence separate from the Admin., 
and every attempt to have it legally 
incorporated has been fouled year after year 
by the Senate. Concomitantly. Union fees 
are collected by the Admin. The amount to 
goto the Students' Union is determined by 
the Senate; and if the Union doesn't toe the 
line on anything, it is immediately threaten-
ed with loss of money. Subtly, of course. 
We are intending to set up, before the 
heginning of the 1972 Academic Year, a new 
Union in the University-members to be 
drawn from (probably) those staff, students, 
administrators, and others who believe that 
their official structures have by and large 
continually frustrated efforts to raise and 
deal with the crucial questions confronting 
the university and society. Anyone interest-
ed in finding out more about this Union and 
in taking part in its formation can contact: 
Oa Thursday, 7th October, the University of 
Queensland Senate voted almost un-
animously to exclude six people from the 
campus site. The six are: Brian Leber, Ann 
Doggett, Mai Price, John Bunnett, Gerry 
Vignola, and Larry Zettin. If any of these 
people comes on to any part of the 
university grounds at any time in the future 
he or she may be: 
(1) forcibly removed by employees of the 
university or by the police; 
(2) prosecuted for breach of University 
Statute 43 (fine Si00); 
(3} prosecuted under section 4A of the 
Vagrants, Gaming and other Offences 
Act {penalty: a fine of S200 or six 
months imprisonment); 
(4) subject to a court injuction which 
forbids entry to the grounds. Should the 
injunction be breached, the offender is 
held to be in contempt of the Supreme 
court and liable to immediate arrest and 
the threat of imprisonment for an 
indefinite period of time. If the case of 
Mitch Thompson and the irrational mass 
issuing of injunctions during the strike 
are anything to go by, this is the most 
probable course of action. 
'n view of the nature of the 'offence' (the 
disruption of the Psychology lecture in the 
Abel Smith Lecture Theatre in order to 
promote discussion on the Vietnam War), 
the penalties are ludicrously excessive. The 
selective disciplining of some of the students 
who were involved in the same disruptions 
resulted in the penalty of suspended 
suspensions. And because the action was by 
its nature "political", the Senate decisions 
can legitimately be described as acts of 
political repression (students who disrupt 
lectures in Commem Week or engage in 
similar "pranks" which pose no threat to the 
university's values are either not disciplined 
orlet off with light fines). 
fascism 
Peter Wertheim 
Uni.ext. 721, orring78182Z. 
The offensive Senate procedures in these 
cases also merit critical attention. Laver, 
Zetlin, and Bunnett have been subject to 
double prosecution: under the University 
statutes and The Vagrants, Gaming and 
other Offences Act for which they have 
already gone to court. Doggett and Price 
were excluded on evidence largely notable 
for its extreme flimsiness: Price was 
mentioned only once in the 42 page 
document prepared by the investigatory 
committee, and despite statutory declara-
tions by Robyn Bardon and Ann Doggett 
that Doggett was merely an observer for 
Semper Floreat to the incident, it vvas held 
that she was in fact "disrupting", with no 
attempt made to prove that mere presence 
there did in fact constitute "disruption". 
Prior to all this of course the persons about 
to be so prosecuted were not officialty 
notified of the fact; no evidence in their 
defence was accepted by the investigatory 
committee; and they were also and therefore 
not allowed to present, either in person or 
per medium of legal counsel,cases on their 
own behalf. 
But it is r]ot so much that the Senate 
decision is indefensible either as a breach of 
legal procedures and ethics (which it is); or 
as a calculated assault on those liberal values 
the university claims to espouse (which it 
likewise is); but that the exercise of such 
arbitrary and repressive powers is the very 
foundation on which the university Senate is 
built. The university authorities are constitu-
ted over and above the staff and students of 
this campus, and as such fly in the face of 
any notion of representative democracy. The 
Senate does not even begin to approach 
concepts like participatory democracy or 
grass roots decision making, concepts which 
have become empty rhetoric simply because 
there is not reality to attach them to. 
The fact of the matter is that the university 
authorities are actively and increasingly 
promoting interests which are directly 
inimical to those which should be of urgent 
and serious concern to the members of any 
university. There are two reasons for this. 
Firstly the university is administered by an 
elite remote from the mainstream of 
university life and utterly divorced from the 
values supposedly attached to intellectual 
enquiry. The only guidelines it follows are 
those of efficiency, authority, and routine, 
applying these to situations conceived of in 
the impersonal abstractions of cost-benefits, 
course-unit-hours, resource allocations, and 
so on. It is characteristic of the bureaucratic 
mentality that this elite recognises only itself 
as legitimate. Thus dissent will be tolerated, 
even gain some small measure of recognition, 
only so long as it is either properly 
channelled or remains an extra-curricular 
activity. Any other form of dissent, such as 
confronting the university community with 
its responsibilities and demanding that 
current world crises be given immediate 
cognizance in the curriculum and the 
classroom, is quickly stifled, and the 
individuals expressing such ideas meet with 
instant repression. Actions such as the recent 
exclusions of past students and similar 
previous exclusions make a mockery of the 
"free community of scholars", "the liberal 
university", and similar fatuous phrases with 
which Zelman Cowen and his ilk obfuscate 
the reality of their repressive measures. 
The second reason is that the Admin, is 
becoming more overtly directed by the state 
government. It is the state government's 
denial of funds which has caused the rise in 
matriculation scores, the new gross failure 
provisions and the exclusion procedure 
which follow therefrom, and the 27Vj% fee 
rise. The university is feeling the squeeze, 
and so it responds to the ever-increasing 
government cry; it begins "cleaning up" the 
university. The process began twelve months 
ago. Thursday night's effort is simply the 
latest instance of university suppression of 
dissent; it will not be the last. Even now the 
administration is in the process of drafting a 
statute which will give it power to dismiss a 
member of staff if "without proper 
authority he engaged in an activity which 
was incompatible with the discharge of his 
responsibilities as a full-time member of the 
university", (IVlinutos of the Senate C'tee on 
Tenure 2 /71-9 /71 . . . p. 3). Any member 
of staff who was actively involved in the 
strike would probably be dismissed under 
such a provision. 
We must regard the actions of the Senate 
and the Administration as intolerable for 
two reasons: for the injustice done to those 
individuals who are the victims of the latest 
proclamation; and for the fact that the 
university and the government which backs 
it are deliberately and actively suppressing 
and frustrating the struggle for freedom and 
for a worthwhile human existence. As it is 
presently constituted, the university is 
hostile to the promotion and practice of 
those very ideals on which it claims to be 
based. 
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david luck explains why 
University fees are going to be increased 
next year by about 25%. The reasons for this 
are fairiy obvious-increased costs due to 
inflation, large increases in student enrol-
ment etc. The University has not been given 
a good deal by Commonwealth and State 
Governments. The State Government still 
demands that Queensland Unhrersity raise 
23% of its Income from fees, Ours is the 
only Australian University with such a 
restriction. Compounded with this the State 
Government has over the years consistently 
refused to speed up the building of Griffith 
Unh/ersity at Mt. Gravatt. It should have 
opened many years ago. Queensland Uni-
versity has been told that it must cut down 
on its intake of first year students. In any 
case it has to financially. 
The Union, as with all the other students 
bodies in A.U.S. has been pushing for 
complete abolition of fees and also for much 
more money to be spent on Universities and 
other forms of education. Australia's record 
on education is not one to be admired. But 
the fact is that the Federal Government does 
not intend to abolish fees-at least not in the 
near future. Therefore the University must 
either make drastic cuts in its enrolment or 
increase fees drastically. What it has decided 
to do is compromise and both increase fees 
and cut enrolments by raising matriculation 
requirements to 24 points (or 96 semester 
points). 
Since the University has decided to increase 
fees for next year the Union has seen this as 
the best time to ask for an increase in Union 
fees. At present the Union has a case being 
put to the Senate for an increase in fees of 
$10 per full time student (35 for part time 
students). This will be accepted, rejected or 
reduced by the Senate on October 7. 
The reasons for the increase, or at least part 
of it are fairly obvious. The Union is in 
financial difficulties. This has been caused in 
large part by inflation. 
trading loss 
Last year the trading operations of the 
Union made a loss of $10,500. The Union 
aims to make a profit of 4% but this has 
FEE INCREASE 
never been achieved, and never will, unless 
student functions were to be charged 
commercial prices and the trading hours of 
the refectory be reduced only to profitable 
times (9 a.m. to 6 p.m.). Since last year the 
prices of foodstuffs required by the refec. 
have increased enormously, and wages have 
increased by over 315,000. 
The new Theatre and refec. extensions have 
added a large burden to our resources this 
year. Interest payments for the Theatre 
alone amount to over 313,000 a year. The 
Theatre aims to break even apart from this 
sum, but I doubt that it will. The first aim of 
the Theatre is to encourage student theatre 
and this wil! always make a loss. Films will 
offset this to some extent but not 
completely. 
Thus the loss on trading operations this year, 
which now include the Theatre and the 
music room will run at 330,000+. And this is 
after a five or six percent increase in food 
prices this March. 
semper 
One of the big bones of contention this year 
has been Semper Floreat. It is agreed that 
Semper is not a student newspaper. It is not 
a 'news'paper nor are students actively 
involved in it. The reasons are obvious. 
Semper requires of the editor an enormous 
amount of work in setting it up, editing 
articles, finding articles etc. It is a full time 
job. The remuneration of 32.000 is insuffici-
ent to entice anyone to do the job unless he 
has something else to gain. Obviously then 
the only people who will want the job are 
those who want to push their political 
ideas-left or right. Also there is difficulty in 
finding students willing to write for the 
paper. This maybe because of the fact that 
the paper is too political. There we have a 
circle. The only way out is to try to get a 
number of people involved in the paper. I 
think we need six or so sub-editors who have 
a yearly allowance of say 3250 and who are 
responsible for a particular page e.g. articles 
on science, theatre, Uni, and Union 
activities, films, sport, music columns, state 
and national politics and even a Dorothy Dix 
column. The paper should still have a 
political bias-we don't want a student 
Courier Mail. We still need, as does every 
intellectual community, a means of com-
municating ideas-indeed this is the most 
important function of Semper, but it also 
has to cater for the interests of all students if 
possible. This ail spells money-about 
S10,000-but it will be well worth it if it 
leads to a breakdown of the incredible lack 
of communication and understanding 
between groups on campus, and after seeing 
how well student papers in the U.S. fulfil 
this i am confident we can if we stop useless 
criticism of Semper and start to do 
something about fixing it up. 
One of the most shameful things about this 
University is the dearth of cultural activities 
that take (or don't take) place. One reason is 
that the University spends only about $900 
a year on them. The other is that with all the 
outcry this year about Union expenditure 
the budget was trimmed and only 31,800 
was given to the activities budget. We should 
be spending about 325,000 each year. 
Firstly on a paid Activities Officer. Cultural 
activities cannot be left in the hands of a few 
students to organise. Anyone who hks had to 
arrange a Ball or a Film Festival will know 
the obviousness of this. 
The Activities Officer will be responsible for 
arranging the Cultural side of Orientation 
Week, music recitals, regular Union Nights. 
Union Week (a week of cultural activities i 
have proposed to replace Commem. Week), 
concerts, guest speakers. 
bread 
and butter 
The Union is being faced with a tremendous 
problem in catering for students through the 
refectory. The problems are many. Firstly 
the student enrolment at this University has 
expanded very rapidly over the last few 
years. This Union now provides about the 
least area per student for dining facilities of 
Australian Unions. This is because the 
Australian Universities Commission has not 
been over-generous with its grants to the 
Union, and also because this Union has one 
of the smallest fees and so has not had its 
own finances to meet the demand, and 
because Mt. Gravatt University was not built 
years ago as was originally planned. 
This has led to extreme overcrowding. And 
this, coupled with the fact that the planning 
of this campus has been such as to build 
everything further and further away from 
the Union, thus making a large number of 
students spend their lunch-hour walking to 
and from the Union if they want a meal 
here, has meant that a very large number of 
students don't bother using the Refec. 
The solution here is threefold. Firstly the 
Union complex must increase the size. 
Secondly, a new refectory must be opened 
up on the other side of the campus, and 
thirdly the Union must try to cater for 
students all over the campus by means of 
vending machines. The latter witl also help 
give part-time students a better deal since it 
makes it profitable for the Union to extend 
its hours of operation without the costs of 
employing more people on overtime etc. 
The Union is trying to do all three of these. 
Next year construction will be under way on 
a new kitchen area which will cost about 
3111,000 of which the Australian Uni-
versities Commission will pay 380,000. Of 
course, on top of this the Union will have to 
spend a large sum equipping the kitchen 
area. Also planned, but being held up at the 
moment because we haven't been able yet to 
get a suitable meal at the price we want, will 
be a vending dinner service, where students 
can obtain a meal for about 45c and heat it 
up In about 10 seconds in a micro-wave 
oven, The other plan is that submitted to the 
Australian Universities Commission, This is a 
planned refectory which will occupy the 
ground floor of the proposed Biological 
Sciences' Library which will be situated near 
the present Biol. Sciences' building. This will 
cost about 3250,000. We are hoping that the 
A.'U,C. will meet the whole bill. In any case 
we will still have to equip it. We are also 
hoping that the A.U,C, will pay for the 
planned two floor additions to the Relaxa-
tion Block. This will cost $124,000. This is 
to provide a large meeting ropm and clubs 
and societies rooms. 
Once we have our new refectory built we 
can use it as a base for catering for students 
on that side of the campus. We hope to 
obtain equipment to allow us to service our 
vending machines ourselves (and also 
perhaps Mt. Gravatt Uni. later) and from 
there start to service machines all over the 
campus. We will be then able to have a 
number of small areas where students can 
obtain meals without waiting in queues and 
then eat wherever the wantto. Unfortunate-
ly this all costs money. 
The Theatre I touched on before but there is 
more involved here than just a loss in 
operating. The theatre is one of the best in 
Australia, Externally it may look great but 
when it came to providing adequate 
equipment the Union didn't have the 
money. The Union had to provide the whole 
of the cost of the Theatre, shops and 
refectory extensions itself without an A.U.C. 
grant. The Theatre was built primarily to 
encourage student theatre but to do this it 
must provide more than 452 nice seats. We 
now have to buy such things as black 
curtains, counterweights, an adequate 
rehearsal stage below, and eventually such 
things as an hydraulic system for the 
orchestra pit. The Theatre committee is 
always finding areas that require expenditure 
of some sort because we had to defer 
expenditure till after the Theatre was built. 
The Theatre will provide for the Union the 
centre around which can be built some sort 
of cultural atmosphere on campus. The 
Union should, along with the University be 
providing some sort of a lead in the arts in 
the community. At the moment we are a 
long way behind. 
A submission for a Union fee increase has 
been prepared by the Union and is available 
for perusal at Union office. It has been 
prepared with the needs outlined above In 
mind. It is hoped that the Union can meet 
its obligations to students in all these 
areas-wlthout a fee increase It cannot, and 
the University will remain the social and 
cultural wilderness It is. We have the 
facilities, and soon wilt also have a new 
Great Hall, and other facilities are planned-
the fee submission aims at making proper 
use of these facilities. 
DAVID LUCK 
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DODT m PEES 
On September, 1971, the Adelaide Advertiser ran an interview with Professor Auchmuty, 
Chairman of the Australian Vice Chancellors' Committee, which gave a clear indication 
that the States will force fee rises on universities throughout Australia for the 1972 
academic year. 
The 1971-72 Federal Budget supplemental grants to the universities in lieu of 
non-academic and academic staff rises (plus sundry expenses) which had to be met by the 
States on the 1:1.85 basis. The States are insisting that student fees should make up part 
of their 1.85 matching grant. 
Dhy 
(a) University fees have almost doubled in 
some universities inside two years. As far as 
we know, the fee rise will be as follows:-
tmplement them. We must give them reasons 
to stop implementing fee rises. 
Few staff will support fee rises. 
Even scholarship holders will oppose fee 
rises, for they know that if they drop their 
scholarship, chances are they will drop their 
degree through an inability to meet stupend-
ously high fees. 
Western Australia 
Queensland 
Victoria 
New South Wales 
Australian National 
University 
Tasmania 
South Australia 
26% 
20-26% 
11-15% 
16.66% 
• 6% (or a 
little more) 
Not known 
16.66% 
hoia 
(b) If you work out your own increases you 
will realise that it effectively means fees over 
3600 for many subjects in many states. 
(c) Even if a family is earning $3,000 per 
year clear, to send a son or daughter to 
university without a scholarship means to 
devote 20% of your total income to only 
one aspect of a very costly education. 
(d) Social Selectivity of tertiary education is 
being increased jout of sight. If you are 
working for a change in admissions policy, it 
will be ineffective if you continually allow 
fee increases to go through without con-
frontation. 
(e) Part-timers and non scholarship holders 
will face the prospect of not being able to 
save enough EVEN when working through 
all vacations, and all part time in-term work 
available, to pay over $600 in fees. 
(f) National failure rates are 37% at this 
moment. They are much higher in Queens-
land. Those who are failing are the 
representatives of low income groups and/or 
part-time students who are working their 
guts out to simply enter the exam 
competitions. Fee rises will further dis-
criminate against them. 
Where is your support? The Australian Vice 
Chancellors openly oppose fee rises. They 
are forced by State Governments to 
(a) Organise mass meetings of students to 
condemn fee rises. Discuss action you could 
take. 
(b) Get at least 60% of the university 
community (staff, students and administra-
tion) to sign petitions requesting the State 
Governments to cancel fee rises. Ask them 
to pressure the Commonwealth to pay for 
that section of the needed finance which 
students are asked to pay (it is minimal). 
Ask them to pressure the Commonwealth to 
abolish tertiary fees altogether (it would cost 
about 314m per year for all Australian 
tertiary institutions). 
(d) Vote to take part in National Strikes 
organised by AUS either this year or early 
next year (the latter preferably). 
(e) Do not pay fees at the new rate in 1972. 
Simply forward your fees payment at the 
1971 rates: If more than 10% of students do 
this, the Commonwealth will have to assist 
the States and agree in principle at least to 
abolishing fees or never forcing increases 
again. 
(f) Contact all first year students through 
the media of: 
ORIENTATION Handbooks 
ORIENTATION editions of local papers 
Personal letters to their parents 
(get these in payment request slips from 
. the Administration) • 
Tell them and their parents the consequ-
ences of giving in to the State Government 
pressure. 
IF YOU DON'T OPPOSE THE FEE RISE YOU WILL BE ALLOWING GOVERNMENTS 
TO WALK RIGHT OVER EVERY STUDENT AND PARENT COMPLAINT ABOUT 
FEES. 
HIGHER EDUCATION WILL PERMANENTLY BECOME THE PRIVILEGE OF THE 
ELITE, AND MORE ENTRENCHED EACH YEAR. 
FIGHT NOW TO PREVENT EDUCATION BEING CONFINED TO THE UPPER 10%. 
Ken Newcome, Education Vice President, Australian Union of Students. 
R.A.T. rats 
At the first meeting of the 6tst Union 
Council the elected members from the 
R.A.T. resigned. The members ofthe D.L.P. 
Club who wrote a smear leaflet pretending 
that they did not intend to resign knew this 
full well. The resignation occurred not only 
because in principle they were compelled to 
do so as stated in their policy statement, but 
because of a fundamental rejection of the 
role of the student's Union within the 
University structure. Consequently, the 
D.L.P. Club displayed their own inability to 
understand what the R.A.T. campaign was 
really about 
Without wishing to reiterate the R.A.T. 
policy speech it must be stated that we 
reject the notion that Universities in our 
society are detached, value-free centres of 
liberal scholarship, but are essential cogs in 
the operation of the consumer society, 
Society is dependent on Universities and 
tech/iical colleges for producing technocrats 
whose expertise should not be clouded by 
questioning the overall goals to which it is 
applied. Understandably then, 75% of the 
research grants given to this university is not 
related to the Ipngterm welfare of people. 
The role of the union fits into this 
framework. It totally ignores the political/ 
social/ecological crises which our society is 
rushing towards. Instead it concerns itself 
with running the refec (badly), building 
sporting complexes (at vast expense and of 
no use to a majority of students) and making 
pathetic pleas to the senate (who knowing 
full well that the union has no popular 
following whatsoever, politely listen and 
then ignore). 
At the beginning of the year many 
liberal-minded students hoped that with the 
election of David Luck and other left liberals 
onto the executive that the Union might be 
different this year. Luck in his policy speech 
stated that "participation in the form of 
university course and structures" and 
"concern with social issues" were two of his 
key objectives, tn these two areas the union 
has been spectacularly unsuccessful due to 
the fact that these can only come about 
through involvement by students on a 
departmental and mass level. On the one 
occasion when over half of the students on 
this campus involved themselves in these 
areas-in the anti-racist strike-the union did 
its best to frustrate and diffuse student 
involvement. This was because the union 
wasn't acting as a representative voice of 
students but merely representing the voices 
of the hundred or so councillors who 
comprise it. Until the union becomes a mass 
organisation of students it will never pass the' 
stage of being a weekly meeting of those 
students, who with outsized egos, play at 
being parliamentarians. 
Finally, the R.A.T. campaign cannot be 
considered as being without success. The 
fact that so few students voted in the 
election supported R.A.T.'s basic point that 
for most students the union is irrelevent. 
Despite this, and the fact that little or no 
campaigning was done due to involvement 
int he strike. R.A.T. succeeded in obtaining 
a third of those votes cast. 
In 1972 the union promises to reach new 
heights with a president who according to 
the Telegraph August 2nd, "enjoys snooker, 
bridge or poker, he doesn't drink much. Beer 
upsets his stomach, although he doesn't 
mind the occasional scotch." And who 
thinks that "Australia will be the next 
country to be really great". 
Social and political crises look like getting 
the upper hand under that sort of 
"leadership". 
J. BEATSON 
disclaimer 
Recently a leaflet, supposedly by the 
"moderate advancement of students 
society", accused my wife and myself of 
being "self interested' political opportun-
ists". 
The reason given was this: when we'sought 
election to the 61st Union Council under the 
R.A.T. ticket, and the R.A.T. ticket failed to 
gain a majority, we were apparently meant 
to resign from Council. 
Therefore we wish it to be made public that 
Lewin and Sylvia Blazevich, although agree-
ing in many ways with the aims of the 
radical activist movement, had no intention 
of seeking election under the R.A.T. ticket. 
We were not informed that we were, in fact, 
R.A.T. candidates. VVe knew this for the first 
time when we read the election issue of 
Semper. 
We can't find out who wrote the defamatory 
leaflet. Spy Lawler said it was "a secret". 
Nevertheless, we demand that whoever it 
was publishes a retraction immediately! We 
hope that in future that the moderate 
advancement of student society makes sure 
of its facts before throwing words like 
"scab" around. 
L. Blazevich 
rm cmais is 
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DOn'T 6ET PHRRnDID BOT 
A lot of people have been heavied by the strong arm of the law recently. If you stand to 
get busted for anything at all then the Vagrants, Gaming and Other Offences Act is 
required reading. Only in the drug legislation is the chasm between law and justice quite 
as deep: consequently these two sets of legislation are the ones generally used against 
students. Apart from the Traffic Acts of course. 
This article relates specifically to the 
Queensland Health Act and Poisons Regula-
tions, though simitar legislation exists in all 
states and Commonwealth territories. The 
Act was amended in May, 1971, and 
contains new sections which run completely 
counter to the currently accepted rules of 
justice relating to the right of entry and 
seizure, the establishment of proof, and to 
detention. The police have power to detain, 
search, seize and arrest WITHOUT A 
WARRANT anyone whom they reasonably 
suspect of possessing drugs-at home, a 
party, anywhere. 
This makes three warnings necessary: 
(i> don't turn on 
(it) if you do. don't get caught 
(iii) if you get caught know what to do 
advice, and ring a solicitor known for his 
handling of similar cases, civil liberty cases, 
etc. 
detention 
the bust 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
Let us assume your friendly D.S. is knocking 
on your door at 5 a.m. What else do you do 
beside shit yourself silly? 
(a) note time of arrival and departure of 
police; 
attempt to take notes; 
try to remember every policeman's 
name and action; 
DO NOT SIGN ANYTHING without 
your solictor checking it first. 
The factual information will add to the 
credibility of your case and the rest of your 
evidence and could give grounds for a 
defence over a technicality; and will save 
you from incriminating yourself unwittingly. 
You are required to give your: 
Name; 
Address; 
Date of Birth. 
This information is given voluntarily by you. 
YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED BY LAW TO 
GIVE FURTHER INFORMATION even if 
drugs are found in your possession. Im-
mediately after giving this information, ask 
it to be noted that you wish to seek legal 
AT ALL TIMES the answer to all further 
questions is: NO COMMENT. I WOULD 
LIKE TO SEEK LEGAL ADVICE. Any 
further information you give could prejudice 
the case against you or your friends. 
However you have to co-operate with the 
police while they are searching. Do not 
antagonise them, but tell them plainly that 
you have no more to say till you have 
consulted your solicitor. 
If you are found with drugs, take the bust as 
outlined, and KEEP YOUR FRIENDS 
NAMES OUT OF IT because it will not help 
you in the slightest degree whatever 
ANYONE tells you to the contrary. This 
applies even if the drugs were not your own. 
though in your possession. Let your solicitor 
defend you. 
Police can seize any implements (pipes, 
chilums. needles. Master Blaster, etc.) they 
reasonably suspect have been used for drugs 
and have them analysed. All containers 
which have had Hashish stored in them can 
have the inside of the container scraped and 
the resin gained is enough for lab. analysis 
by gas chromotography and for your 
subsequent conviction. However, detection 
is made difficult if the container has been 
thoroughly washed with detergent. Easy 
busts are made by using vacuum cleaners on 
the floors and furniture, looking in ashtrays, 
mattresses, the toilet, bottom of cereal 
packets, hollowed out books, etc. No hiding 
place INSIDE THE HOUSE is really safe. 
They've seen it all before. A portion of a 
tablet of acid is sufficient for analysis. Acid, 
however, breaks down very rapidly in boiling 
water, or even hot water... 
FACTUAL INFORMATION FROM THE HEALTH ACT 
Below is a list of restricted drugs and the amount you need to be caught with to be 
charged with dealing (which carries sentences up to 10 years): 
Amphetamine (pep pills) ^-^ grammes 
Bufotcnine O-^  grammes 
Cannabis (all forms of shit) 40 cigarettes each contammg 
any proportion of cannabis 
Cocaine ^ ^ grammes 
Dimeth yltryptamine (DMT) (speed) 0-7 grammes 
Fentanyl 0.03 grammes 
Heroin 0.05 grammes 
Hydromorphone 0.25 grammes 
Indian Hemp excluding resin (grass) 25grammes (.9oz) or 40 j's 
Indian Hemp resin (Hash) 5 grammes 
Lysergic acid Diethylamide (acid, LSD) 0.004 grammes (more than 1 tab) 
Marihuana 25 grammes etc. 
Mescaline 7 grammes 
Methadone 0.5 grammes 
Morphine 0.5 grammes 
Opium 5 grammes 
Pethidine 5 grammes 
Psilocyn 0.1 grammes 
Psilocybin (mushies) 0.1 grammes (1 mushroom is all) 
Tetrahydrocannabinol (active chemical 40 cigarettes each containing 
in grass etc. now synthesized) a proportion of tetrahydrocannabinol 
DEFINITIONS 
Drug Addict: "Any person who has aquired, as a result of repeated administration, an 
overpowering desire for the continued administration of any dangerous 
drug or restricted drug, and in whom the cessation of the 
administration of any such drug so desired leads to definite symptoms 
of mental or physical distress or disorder, and who does not require the 
use of any such drug so desired for the relief of symptoms of organic 
disease" Treatment-referral to an institution for a period of at least 6 
months with right of appeal only once every 6 months. 
Advertisements: "Any method of conveying information of making any claim with 
regard to any food, drug or article whether orally or by writing or 
pictorially, by telephone, gramophone, or by wireless broadcasting or 
television, or any other means of trasmitting images or sound or both in 
association, or by label, letter, circular, pamphlet, book, magazine, 
newspaper, sign, poster or otherwise," Regulations-a person shall not 
publish or suffer to be published an advertisement in relation to a 
dangerous drug. Penalty~SlOO in each case {or for each individual 
item). 
If you have a vested interest you'd do well to get your own copy ofthe HEALTH AND 
POISONS REGULATIONS (section 130 is the most relevant). And if you've ever been on 
a demo, handed out pamphlets, read 'Unit' and 'semper', sat-in at the Admin, etc., then 
you could do worse than to get yourself copies of the Traffic Acts, and the Vagrants, 
Gaming, and Other Offences Acts. 
Alt are available from the Government Printer, Queen Street. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF QLD LAW SOCIETY 
For those who believe what is needed in Queensland is a centre for the study of 
Responsive Law, based on the principles outlined in the Nader article, there will be 
ample opportunity to explore the feasibility of this concept with members of the Law 
School and other specialist groups (e.g, economics) during the summer vacation. 
Initially the areas for investigation will be: 
1, a research programme with the intention of producing a comprehensive reading 
list with regard to "Responsive Law"; 
2, the study of pollution in Queensland; 
3, racism in Queensland; 
With regard to 2, a suggested plan for investigation is : -
(a) to research the general theories on anti-pollution; 
(b) to investigate the Queensland anti-pollution legislation by studying: 
(i) the legislation itself; 
(ii) the extent to which it is being applied; 
(iii) the structure and make-up of the Pollution Control Board of Queensland. 
(c) to determine other States' and overseas' legislation relevant to pollution control. 
(We have representatives going interstate, to London, and the U.S.A. for 3 
months.) 
Finally a .comparative study will be made concerning the results of each group's 
investigations with subsequent evaluation of Queensland's anti-pollution controls. A 
report will be published in book form. 
With regard to 3, there will be an Action Conference on Racism and Education in the 
Union Building, beginning Jan. 28th 1972. It is envisaged that study groups from 
various disciplines (e.g. Anthropology, Medicine, etc.) will prepare reports on the racist 
implications of their present disciplines and of their application. Students from all 
disciplines are therefore invited to discuss aspects of racism in Australia (including 
legislation) with a view to submitting proposals to the Action Conference. 
People concerned with socio-legal problems are asked to prepare articles for 
publication in Obiter, the journal of the U.Q.L.S. These articles should be presented to 
editors G. Porter and Con Lucas, c/ - Law Office; by February 1972; but it would be 
appreciated if outlines of envisaged work (along with name, address, and telephone 
number) were left at either the Law Office or the Union Office as soon as possible. 
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ujomen's lib and 
On the premise that one of the most repressive aspects of 
our society is its "don't know and don't care" attitudes to 
women's sexuality and to the train of disasters following in 
the wake of such ignorance. Women's Lib. this month 
launched a campaign for true sex education In schools. The 
almost immediate reactions of hysteria from the press, 
shit-slinging from parliamentarians, and repression from 
agents of the government are explicit statements that this 
society will not easily relinquish its control over women 
and their bodies, nor allow one of its prime socializing 
agents, the school system, to be so easily subverted. 
So far: (i) the Women's Liberation P.M.G. box bas been 
revoked without recourse to either rational explanation or 
even to regulations (the 'obscene', material in question was 
quite obviously not distributed via the mails). There was a 
later cancellation of another post box, which D.R.U. had 
kindly made available (on the grounds, perhaps, that if male 
bodies should not he conscripted against their wills, then 
neither should women's bodies be so conscripted?) 
(ii) one girl has been taken to court on a charge of 
distributing 'obscene material' as has a member of the 
Communist Party held to be responsible for the printing of 
such material. 
(iii) several girls have been expelled from various schools 
for endorsing the aims of the original pamphlet, and many 
more have been hassled and intimidated by parents, schools 
and police (in some cases, all three). 
(iv) in a state which already legislates against the 
distribution of pamphlets "for other than business 
purposes" without a permit, there is now talk of 
strengthening and/or extending such legislation. (Doubtless 
within the confines of that monument to western justice, 
the Vagrants, Gaming, and Other Offences Acts). 
(v) the C.P.A.'s national newspaper. Tribune, reprinted the 
original leaflet (unlike your own free-thin king Semper) and 
has so far escaped prosecution by the Qld. heavies. Needless 
to say, demand for that particular issue far exceeded 
supply. 
(vi) meanwhile, some members of Women's Liberation in 
Sydney were subject to police harassment while they were 
distributing copies of the booklet What Every Woman 
Should Know which had been on sale for several months. 
Jackett, the N.S.W. version of Col Bennett, of course had a 
few words to say under guise of parliamentary privilege, but 
quietened down considerably when it was learnt that the 
headmaster of the large Hunter's Hill High School, in 
consultation with the State Health Department, had already 
ordered and distributed 40O copies among students. The 
Minister of Education in N.S.W. was even pushed to defend 
the booklet. 
The moral indignation bullshit from Queensland is, of 
course, to be expected (yawn . . . ) . Not that that makes it 
any more tolerable. People with any interest in gaining 
some sort of civil liberties for Queenslanders could do 
worse than to work for the repeal of the V.G.O. Acts; and 
anyone with an interest in getting decent sex education or 
in exposing the way in which the current education systems 
actively encourage the exploitation of women, should 
endorse the Women's Liberation movement's campaign for 
true sex education in schools. 
And, in case you are as unaware as most parents, teachers, 
and other authoritarians, of the need for a decent sex 
education in schools, especially for girls who are the major 
victims of enforced ignorance, here are some extracts from 
a pamphlet prepared for mass distribution: 
"In practical terms puberty for a girl .means that she is 
capable of conceiving. She becomes more of a sexual being 
than she was in childhood: more subject to sexual drives 
and to the often disastrous consequences of living a sexual 
life whose existence this society refuses to recognise. 
'.'If such young women decide, as this society has already 
decided for them, that full expression of their sexuality has 
to be postponed until after school or until marriage, for 
educational, ethical, economic or other reasons, then that 
should be their choice as well. It cannot be called a choice 
for those now following such a decision when it is foisted 
upon them by owner-parents or warden-schools, and 
bolstered by a government programme of sex education by 
omission, or a church programme of sex education by 
repression, 
"Nor can such programmes, highly justifiable though they 
may be on spiritual grounds or on the more utilitarian ones 
of preparing girls for their later subservient second-class 
citizenship as women, be said to deal satisfactorily with 
those growing numbers of girls who are already leading 
sexual lives. And many young girls and other unmarried 
women are leading sexual lives. 
"They must not continue to make their decisions in an 
atmosphere of ignorance, distortions or shame. They must 
not continue to suffer the consequences of what, in males, 
is assumed to be a normal activity. Or if not quite normal, 
at least condoned. 
THE CASE FOR SEX EDUCATION: PART I 
These things are happening: 
(i) there are an estimated 30,000-100,000 'illegal' 
abortions each year in Australia. Of these, an estimated 
40-50 per cent are performed on unmarried women 
and girls, 
(ii) 12 per cent of all Queensland births are 'illegitimate', 
(iii) 33 per cent of all Australian births are conceived 
prenuptially. 
(iv) V.D. is the most prevalent of all notifiable diseases in 
Australia and is steadily increasing. The greatest 
number of patients fall into the 15-24 category. The 
largest number of serious cases are girls. 
On top of this, almost half the schoolgirl population leaves 
school at 15. 30 per cent of all Australian brides marrv 
mNQ^BRKOlC 
Equally short and introductory, but dealing more adequately with the clitoial system and 
female sexuality" (absent form " Living With Sex"); and female venereal and genito-urinary 
diseases (barely touched in "Living Wilh Sex"); is "What Every Woman Should Know". 
Compiled by a Canadian Women's Liberation group, it was revised by a Sydney Women's 
Liberation group, and deals with much the same Information. 
Available from "Semper" for 20C. 
The Union has for sale a small booklet called "Living With Sex". Compiled hy New 
Zealand students it is a good Introductory work, dealing with menstral cycles 
conception, contraception, abortion, venereal disease, and emotional problems. By far the 
most comprehensive sectio n is o n co ntraceptlon. 
Available from Union Office for 10c. 
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the afterbirth 
when teenagers. It is urgent and imperative that these girls 
be given an adequate sex education on the sheer pragmatics 
of conception, contraception, abortion and V.D., so that 
they do not find their way into the above statistics, nor 
take their ignorance into marriage. 
THE CASE FOR SEX EDUCATION: PART H 
But these are only the surface statistics of women's 
suffering (and available from the Commonwealth Year 
Books 1969 and 1970), There are no Australian studies on 
the extent of frigidity and Taylor's syndrome (a chronic 
and painful pelvic congestion due to lack of orgasmic 
release and thought to cause much pre-menstrual and 
menstrual suffering). What we do know is that women has a 
potentially greater ability to achieve orgasmic release than 
do men and that ignorance of, and uncertainty about, their 
own sexuality has resulted in a large number of women 
being severely sexually crippled. One speculates on the 
debilitating effects this has on the entire personality. 
We do not propose therefore that sex education be 
confined to the current narrow textbook approach. 
Concentration on the mechanics of reproduction (desirable 
in itself) is simply not good enough. Sex also serves the 
function of pleasure which has as much a biological basis in 
the clitoral system as reproduction does in the reproductive 
system. 
This is an especially important point to make with respect 
to the sex education of young women: unlike males they 
have a sexual organ, the clitoris, whose function is not 
strictly necessary for reproduction. Its malfunctioning, 
however, seriously affects the physiological and psycho-
logical well-being of the woman. In the light of this, strict 
precepts against masturbation may have to be rethought: 
sexual dysfunctioning like frigidity and Taylor's syndrome 
can often be remedied only via masturbation. Such a 
method may well be necessary if a woman is to overcome 
years of sexual suppression, or if a young girl is to fairly 
satisfactorily survive the sexual ordeal of a prolonged 
(iii 
adolescence. 
WHY GO TO THE SCHOOL GIRLS? 
(i) because it is patently obvious that if parents, schools, 
or churches are in' possession of information in the 
above mentioned areas (and this is debatable), they are 
not passing it on to the school girls. 
(ii) because it is the girls themselves who directly suffer the 
often sad consequences of ignorance or distortion; of 
sexual expression or sexual repression, 
because it is the girls themselves to who such literature 
must be relevant-not just to their parents, their 
schools, or the various other authorities who attempt 
to run their lives. A sex education programme, indeed 
any education programme, must be relevant to the 
needs of the students concerned, and not simply a 
prescriptive passed on to them. 
It is in the family and the schools that girls are moulded 
into the female stereotypes demanded of them by this 
society. On the one hand the ideal of virtuous, kindly, 
nurturant, wife-and-mother is held up to them; on the other 
hand is the reality-the crass commercial exploitation of the 
female body, the constant subjection of women to whistles 
and whispers in the streets, and their exploitation as surplus 
labour, inside the home and/or outside it. Eventually 
women absorb the current male definitions of themselves, 
and one of the prime agents for this is a societally-enforced 
ignorance about their own sexual nature. Complete 
knowledge and control of their own bodies are essential if 
women are to achieve social parity with men. 
women's lib. (city) 
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pigs miss out again 
"As apart of the heightened anti-conscription campaign we, the undersigned, intend to 
come out from hiding and jointly with others in the anti-conscription movement set up 
temporary headquarters in the Melbourne University Students Union. From this place we 
will work on all aspects of preparation for the growing campaign, in particular the 
December 3rd demonstration and the Beachfront Summer Offensive". 
This statement was signed by Michael Hamel Green, Tony Dalton, Paul Fox, Mike 
Matterson and John Scott 
This "has now come and gone. Over the last 
weeks we have seen some startling events 
come from Melbourne. On Sunday 26 
September the Commonwealth and State 
police in an abortive effort to find the five 
before they established headquarters in the 
union, raided the Melbourne S.D.S, On 
Monday radio 3 DR hit the airwaves. 
Although greatly harrassed by "jamming" 
the resistance station broadcast for over one 
and a half hours and was heard; for a radius 
of 10 miles around. By threatening to 
transmit on the same wave length as Frank 
Packer's 3AK, the resistance created a 
furore. 
Thursday morning saw 200 police storming 
the campus and union in another abortive 
effort to detain the draft resistors. They 
arrived at 5 a.m. and after inflicting $10,000 
worth of damage to the union building, and 
capturing two non-compliers in frustration 
the police left the campus. The five draft 
resistors are now moving around the other 
universities. But behind them they have the 
most successful and most important action 
that has happened yet in the history of the 
anti-conscription movement and the most 
serious invasion of any university in 
Australia. 
Why was the action of establishing a draft 
resistance headquarters in a university 
campus taken? 
With the withdrawal of Australian troops 
from Vietnann at the end of this year, the 
general, though false, feeling amongst the 
anti-war, anti-conscription movement is that 
the wind has gone from the movement. In 
fact the reverse has happened. The with-
drawal of troops renders harder the task of 
the anti-war movement ending western 
aggression in Vietnam. Under a policy of 
'Vietnamisation' of the war, the U.S. and 
allied governments have forced Vietnamese 
to fight Vietnamese. By super-arming the 
forces of Thieu, and importing masses of 
highly technical and sophisticated machinery 
we have not ended the war, nor stopped the 
slaughter, but just removed our human 
element. 
When conscription was first introduced in 
1964 the need was rationalized by the 
'inability to raise forces for home defence'; 
five months later this was proven to be myth 
by the sending of troops to Vietnam; and 
still later proven to be a deliberate lie by the 
revelations of the Pentagon Papers. Now the 
government still rationalizes the need for 
conscription as 'for home defence purposes', 
tn fact it is the same excuse to maintain a 
viable force ready to fulfil the needs of 
imperialism in controlling the resources and 
markets of the underdeveloped world. As 
countries like Cambodia, Malaysia, Phillip-
ines and Papua New Guinea face increasing 
revolts against ruling elites acting in 
collusion with western interests, the same 
•DilSARMtf HA$MAPg 
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pressures, ideology and conditions under 
which Australia's rulers decided to send 
troops to Vietnam will operate again to 
produce similar interventions, with perhaps 
equally genocldal results. 
With the deceit and inhumanity of the 
Australian Government in Vietnam, many 
people who came into the anti-war move-
ment on a note of personal abhorrence to 
the genocide in Vietnam, have become aware 
of the connexions between the war and 
other unsavoury aspects of western neo-
capitalist society: external and internal 
imperialism of "bia business", the sexual and 
economic exploitation of women, the 
alienation and lack of control of the worker 
in capitalist society, the racist attitudes and 
actions shown towards our black brothers 
and sisters, and the repression of those who 
reject the culture of our rulers, and model 
their life styles on the basis of peace and 
love (obviously not fully possible under the 
hegemony of the ruling classes of capitalist 
society). 
Conscription still needs to be fought: (a) for 
its own sake-no government should have 
the right to dictate to people when and 
where they will kill or be kilted; no 
government should be permitted to take two 
years out of anyone's life without that 
person's consent, and no government should 
be permitted to force its political priorities 
upon the lives of the people; 
and (b) an an instrument of capitalism and 
imperialism to prevent future attempts to 
crush liberation movements (either overseas 
or at home). Conscription must be smashed. 
In the last five years the anti-conscription 
movement has mushroomed. The govern-
ment because of the opposition to both 
conscription and the Vietnamese war has 
been nearly totally disinterested in gaoling 
the growing numbers of non-compliers. With 
their announcement of the troop withdrawal 
and the reduction of the call up period, they 
assumed that opposition would decrease. By 
selectively gaoling non-compliers (Charles 
Martin, Geoff Mullen) they appeased the 
right wingers in the Liberal Party and the 
D.L.P. But the opposition to conscription is 
growing; never before has such a challenge as 
was instituted at Melbourne University been 
presented to the government. Such a 
challenge has forced the government to drop 
all its former pretences of gaoling non-
compliers, and under pressure has had to 
come into the open to arrest five non-
compliers at once. It has taken the 
courageous action of the five to force this, 
and expose the fumbling incompetence of 
the state (e.g. the fact that it would have 
taken 200 police to arrest five unarmed draft 
resistors). 
By these actions the five have paved the way 
for new forms of resistance, the open 
underground. 
In conclusion, from Michael Hamel-Green: 
"Are we always going to arrive at the scene of a crime against humanity too late to do 
anything but attentuate an unrelievedly murderous policy to one of limited duration (10 
years instead of twenty!. The time to resist is before, not after the destruction has been 
reaped. Will the 2 million Vietnamese who have already died since the outbreak of the 
second Indo Chinese War thank us for having "responsibly" deferred the moment of 
resistance until we could actually smell their burning corpses? If conscription is a scythe 
by which the government prosecutes such laws, then we should smash that scythe, before 
it can be used, not after it has mown through whole lands and peoples." 
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THE GUTS OF 
Perhaps the best introductory statement on the essence of the consumerist movement is 
that of D. Sandford, a leading figure on the food industry campaign, in his introduction 
to the book Hot War on the Consumer. 
Hot War on the Consumer is intended to focus light on the dark corners of American 
Commerce and to offer practical remedies for consumers to organise around and 
examples of guerilla warfare tactics that will help win at least some skermishes. The 
'remedies' referred to by Sandford are being and have been, developed. In fact, what we 
see today is the blossoming out of an international movement to develop 'remedies', which 
has as its roots the activities of Ralph Nader and his followers in the U.S. during the 60s. 
PHASE 1:1955-65 
nader as lone haranguer 
In this period, Nader channelled his incredible personal drive into the organisation of 
specific campaigns. For example, while at Harvard (where he edited the Harvard Law 
Journal) he was involved in a campaign to prevent the spraying of trees with an 
insecticide which might endanger bird life. He also became involved in work on the 
treatment of American Indians and on Auto Safety. He made his work public by 
'muckraking' journalism. 
PHASE 2:1966-68 
nader as household word 
1965 saw publication of his famous book Unsafe At Any Speed, an investigation of the 
safety of General Motors cars. This and the subsequent hamfisted attempts of G.M. to 
discredit Nader, made Nader a household word in the U.S.A. 
The G.M. investigation of Nader's personal life perhaps stole the limelight from much of 
Nader's other activities in 'phase 2'. G.M. were brought before a Congressional Committee 
and made to apologise for their crude attempts to defamate Nader's character. Nader 
took G.M. to court over the affair, and, in 1969, vi/as awarded over 400,000 dollars 
damage which, after subtracting legal expenses, was used to finance further investigation 
on G.M. 
This was not all that Nader was doing in this period, as suggested above. In phase 2, he 
published or piloted a number of articles which were the forerunners of later major 
studies. The 'pre-Summer Study Group' writings on food, outlined below, were typical. 
Articles showed the kinds of evils perpetrated by particular sectors of the economy, and 
appeared aimed at developing public indignation to the point where recommendations to 
make producers responsibe to their consumers would be seized upon and acted upon. 
Many interested people, mostly lawyers, were brought into Nader's work, and began to 
write in their own stead. The movement was branching out. 
The work of setting up the problems to be attacked, as carried out during this phase, is 
crucial to later activism. By documenting problems, the writer is forced to articulate what 
he may have already assumed; that the present business system carries out dangerous, 
even criminal activities in the name of profit, information on such activities became 
available to consumers through Nader and his followers, thus creating an atmosphere in 
which, as above, business can be shifted toward greater promotion of the interests of its 
consumers. Any project will have, as its starting point, publication of information of the 
character now to be outlined. 
Perhaps the most common characteristic of the pre-Summer Study Group writings on 
food is their indignant tone. They express shock and disbelief at the evils being 
perpetrated by food companies, and incredulousness at the 'action' of the authorities in 
policing the companies. They reveal that food is often dangerous to health, that food 
additives are not controlled effectively enough for safety, and that the authorities are not 
developing meaningful standards for foodstuffs. I shall now outline, in some detail, the 
findings of Nader and his followers on (a) food quality and (b) food additives, as a 
background to the Summer Study Group report. 
good wholesome rubbish 
In 1967, Nader officially opened his campaign against intra-state purveyors of meat 
products with an article exposing the activities of a meat-buyer's ring, first noticed by an 
Iowa farmer in 1958. 4-D meat (dead, dying, disabled and diseased) was being bought up 
by slaughterhouses not subject to Federal inspection. This contaminated meat, together 
with 'petfood' could end up in hamburgers and processed meat. This kind of information 
had aroused Nader's anger against 'fatfurters' shamburgers and 'one of America's deadliest 
missiles', the hot dog. 
Yet this was by no means the only danger facing U.S. consumers who typically " . . . trust 
the regulated food industry not to do them in". In his 1967 article (above), Nader quoted 
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Government reports which alleged contamination, misuse of additives, non-control of 
parasites, false packaging, non-disposal of waste and general unhygenic practices anrang 
food firms. And later articles by Nader and others added to the evidence that what was 
being sold to consumers as 'good wholesome food' could turn out to be 'bad, 
unwholesome rubbish'. 
This was particularly the case with the fish industry. After outlining some findings of the 
Consumer's Union of America on defective fish products, Nader blamed the poor quality 
of fish and resultant outbreaks of disease on old and insanitary boats, delays between 
catching and processing fish, poor temperature control and sloppy processing practices. 
Raw shellfish were judged particularly dangerous because their growing waters were near 
industrial and domestic sewers. Such conditions led one Mr. Wakefield, formerly of the 
Alaskan Fishing Industry to compare shopping for seafood to 'playing a slot-machine'. He 
developed the rule of thumb " . . . if it smells strongly of fish, don't bite". 
Marketing contaminated food was not the only way the food industry had betrayed the 
trust consumers had placed in them though, as Nader and his followers discovered. 
Consider the following recipe:-
(i) Extract soy protein from soy beans. 
(ii) Dissolve the soy protein isolate in an alkaline medium, to form a viscose, 'spinning 
dope', 
(iii) Force the 'spinning dope' through platinum spinnerettes. 
(iv) Coagulate the filaments which result in an acid saly bath, to produce a colourless, 
flavourless 'tow'. 
(v) Engineer the 'tov/ into beef, pork, scallops or even strawberries, 
(iv) Add corporate imagination, flavouring and colouring, and market the product. 
Worthington Foods of America are reputed to have produced 60-odd products from soy 
beans, including steaks, corned beef hash (35% beef by law), frankfurters (20% meat by 
law), beef pies and ham-style T.V. dinners. The lucrative nature of such products can be 
guessed from the following quote:-
"A pound of isolated soy protein costs as little as 30 cents dry. Once it has been hydrated 
( . . . ) it may increase three times in size. When one contrasts its price with that of beef, 
say 80 cents, it becomes clear why the food industry is excited about soy"^... "|f you 
can make a pound of soy protein into a pound of beef, advertise it as 'beef and sell it for 
a beefy price you have it made." Paradoxically, at the same time as say protein is 
masquerading as beef in the U.S., starvation exists elsewhere and: 
"Soy beans are the second-largest agricultural crop in the U.S They are cheap and 
they hold some promise of answering the nutritional needs of the world." 
Soy beans are but one example of 'imitation foods' being sold on the market. As another 
example, imitation milk has been moving in on the natural milk market in the U.S. at a 
rapid rate. Again, the reasons are fairly clear:— 
"Not only are the wholesale or retail prices of these imitation products lower, but in 
general profit margins are greater." 
The following ingredients would be typical of contents of imitation milk: water, corn 
syrup, coconut oil, sodium caseinate (derived from soy beans of milk), potassium 
phosphate, salt, colouring and flavouring. There is also a commodity known as filled milk, 
which has similar composition but includes non-fat milk solids. 
The introduction of these products has been the more rapid because processing and 
marketing firms have encouraged it. They have no vested interest in dairy farms as such, 
so the farmers are left holding the cow'. The more enterprising farmers are even reported 
to be going over to filled milk. 
It could be argued that there is nothing inherently bad in imitation foods as such, and 
that they may be an 'improvement' on products they replace, in that they may be 
cheaper and more nutritious. There are three basic objections to such an argument 
Firstly, the products are often introduced onto the market with the aid of misleading 
advertising and labelling. For example one company packaged a beef product with a 
picture of a raw roast on the side; the product actually contained less than 45% meat. 
General Mills marketed an 'imitation bacon' product as 'Crispy Brontae Bits with a 
flavour like bacon'. 
Secondly, it is not necessarily the case that imitatioii products are nutritionally superior 
to the products they replace. To quote a specially-convened report from the National 
Dairy Council:— 
"The imitation milks and certain filled milks as formulated today are unsuitable for 
infants and children... unsuitable not only from the standpoint of low content of 
protein, essential animo acids and minerals, but also because of the type of fat used, 
namely coconut oil. These products were also judged to potentially harmful for other 
vulnerable age groups such as pregnant and lactating women, and persons on marginal 
diets such as those in low-income groups and the aged. 
Thirdly, while imitation foods can be lower in price than the products they replace this 
can be a potential danger to those too poor or not well informed enough to be able to 
make a choice between dearer and cheaper foods. As shown above, the National Dairy 
Council showed that reliance solely on such foods can do people dietary harm. 
In his article Watch the Hamburger Nader referred to a kind of meat industry Gresham's 
Law; that cheaply purchased (mainly 4-D) meat was driving out 'good' meat from the 
market for certain products. From the above discussion, one could extend this, and say 
that Gresham's Law has wide application in the food industry; that cheaply-purchased 
and imitation foods will tend to drive out more wholesome products wherever 
profitability dictates it and no food standards have been developed and unheld. 
you are what you eat 
The pre-Summer Study Group writings were not solely concerned with health dangers 
from contaminated foods. They also raised questions about what is added to foods before 
they are sold on the market. 
Briefly, there are 2500 to 3000 food additives in the chemicals added to food These 
fulfil four main purposes, 
(i) flavourings (restores 'zest' removed by processing; most canned foods would be 
unpalatable otherwise) 
semper floreat 25 October 1971 13 
NADERISM 
(ii) emulsifiers (disperse and mix liquids) 
(iii) stabilisers and thickeners (ensure uniform texture) 
(iv) preservatives (keep food fresh) 
In addition tothis, food can contain additives does not make it inherently dangerous to 
health, provided that there Is strong, effectively-policed legislation controlling what 
additives are allowed into food. In America, a 1958 ammendment to the Federal food 
drugs and cosmets act tried to ensure protective legislation by defining an additive 
a s : - " . . . any substance in food ( . . . ) that is not known to be completely safe and 
which requires official clearance before it can be used." 
The Federal Drug Administration (established 1906) was to uphold this taw. It undertook 
to publish a list of 'Generally Recognised As Safe (GRAS)' additives which were as the 
title suggests, regarded as safe and usable as food additives. Nader and his followers soon 
discovered however that the GRAS list and the FDA were not completely reliable as 
guardians of public health. 
That this was the case became obvious as reports were studied of the potential danger of 
two flavouring additives, cyclamates and monosodium glutomate. Cyclamates, present in 
soft-drinks, diet desserts, ice-cream and jelly, due to its appearance on the GRAS list, was 
showed to cause changes in the character of peoples' blood and persistent diarrhea. In a 
large number of cases, due to its conversion into a chemical cyclohexyamine in the body, 
it could also cause raised blood pressure and vascular constriction. MSG was the subject 
of a controversy that it could cause danger to babies' health due to its presence in baby 
food. Why was MSG in baby food? Because its taste pleased mothers, arid its removal 
might mean they wouldn't buy it. (Babies could not appreciate it at that stage of 
development of their sense of taste). 
That potentially-dangerous additives were being allowed into food prompted Nader to ask 
how this coutd happen in spite of seemingly tough legislation backed up by a Federal 
agency. A number of reasons were put forward. 
1. Lack of research funds within the FDA. in 1969 the FDA had $23m allocated to it for 
research, or % the cost of an atomic submarine. This meant that the FDA often relied on 
research done by industry itself. Yet 
"The industry's attitude towards its own responsibilities in testing the various effects, 
short and long range, of its additives is reflected in a typically low research and testing 
budget, most of which goes to developing new convenience foods using more additives 
and not into testing the effects of these additives on the human organism." 
Even when a chemical is not safe, industry scientists find 'upper' and 'lower' limits of 
toxicity, and the FDA sets tolerance levels for use of the chemicals. Yet consumers, by 
consuming different products containing the same additive can, in the absence of 
educative information to the contrary, consume more than the upper limit of safety 
specified. 
2. Non-complicity of industry. The FDA did not have the power to subpoena witnesses 
or firm records. Thus 216 firms refused to give the FDA permission to review shipping 
records in 1965. Coca-cola, Gerber Products Co. and H. J. Heinz Co. all declined 
invitations to testify to a Senate Committee on Nutrients and Human Needs. 
3. Passive enforcement policy 
"The F.D.A. has been unduly meek, failing to publicise its drastic needs for the 
protection of the consumer and reflecting a passive enforcement policy". This is not true 
solely of the FDA. Nader's experience with meat inspection laws was illustrative of 
passive enforcement of policy directed at the food industry. Following Nader's revelation 
of 4-D meat sales, a 1967 law asked all states to institute federally-certified meat 
inspection programmes. Only 14 states met the deadline one year later, yet the 
Agriculture Department claimed that it would be unfair to force the states to move any 
faster. This lead Nader to conclude that "The Agencies are more product-oriented than 
consu mer-oriented". 
4. Failure of the FDA to educate the consumer on potential hazards. 
Cyclomate was eventually removed from the GRAS list, and MSG was shown not to be as 
great a danger as was at first thought; yet the fact remained that the legislation which 
banned additives not proved safe and put the onus of proof of safety on firms was not 
being effectively upheld. 
This finding prompted the idea of a Summer Study Group to study the food industry and 
the FDA, and to provide information that would give consumers "An effective 
understanding of the secrecy clouded situation" (of food quality deterioration)... "As 
well as spur the additional disclosures of facts and materials." 
In the pre-Summer Study writings, legislation proposals and evaluation of prospects for 
the future were rare. Their main characteristic, as mentioned above, was their indignant 
tone. The Summer Study Group was to translate this indignation into a cold analysis of 
the 'secrecy-clouded' situation, and into a series of carefully-constructed proposals for 
change toward standards which could ensure safety of foodstuffs. These will be described 
under phase 3, in a review 'The Chemical Feast', the published report of the Summer 
Study Group, as compiled by James S. Turner. 
PHASE 3: 1968-69 
nader's raiders saddle up 
This phase saw the publication of six books, following six major Summer Study Groups' 
investigations. 1968 saw the first, the Report on the Federal Trade Commission. It also 
saw a preliminary report by Turner and others on the FDA. In 1968 a body known as the 
Center for the Study of Responsive Law was set up under Nader's initiative, to be a 
permanent body of public-interest lawyers. In 1969, there were reports on the FDA, Air 
and Water pollution and the Interstate Commerce Commission. 
The investigation were more than just fact-finding exercises, as I will try to show in the 
section on The Chemical Feast below. They were attempts to develop adequate 
alternatives to present bureaucratic and administrative control of private industry, and 
thus to promote responsive government. They pursued four goal in their investigations: 
(a) Find out who is supposed to be looking after the interests of consumers in a 
particular sector. 
(b) Find out if they are doing it adequately. 
(c) If they are not, find out why. 
(d) Find out what changes can be made to ensure that consumers are adequately 
protected. 
The following quote from The Chemical Feast best describes how the consumerists 
worked toward these goals: 
"In their four months of activity the sixteen members of the Nader team conducted 
over five hundred separate interviews, collected over ten thousand documents, and 
became regular fixtures in FDA libraries, reading rooms and offices." 
There was no substitute for this kind of work. Traditional academic 
library-search-and-problem-explanatlon was inadquate; as Turner points out: 
" , . , the real heart of the project was the interviews with responsible agency officials 
and the collecting of official documents from them." 
All this was strictly off-campus work. The report "pulled no punches" and was not afraid 
to name names or quote miscreants and complainants. The kind of recommendations 
produced by the reports can best be described by examples from The Chemical Feast as 
below. 
Phase 3 instances what could be called the 'guts' of consumerist research. It is the 
translation of information of evils of the business world into a rational set of proposals to 
combat these evils. But it should not be taken as the "end" of consumerism, it is just one 
phase of the movement. 
the summer study group: 
1. the problem 
This part contains a review, similar to that above, of current anomilies in the food supply, 
and concentrates on dangers surrounding chemicals in food. The Group found that the 
FDA had conducted "well thought-out and co-ordinated" campaigns against purveyors of 
chemically-impregnated foods, especially "quacks" selling "miracle health foods". But it 
had not investigated consistently the major food companies. To quote the report: 
"The FDA combines an implicit belief in the honesty of big food interests and a 
caution about engaging in big fights with a vigorous and unrelenting pursuit of 
relatively minor hazards which use up large portions of its resources." 
Turner shows that this approach is not the best, and that big companies need to be 
investigated, by documenting fully information on cyclamates, hidden ingredients'in 
foods and food-borne disease. Turner concludes that FDA fafth in the food companies in 
the face of increasing scientific evidence of danger of ceitain additives is naive. 
"Faith has a way of withstanding face. But while the FDA goes through the 
ritualistic exercise that it passes off as regulation, it is the food consumer who is 
injured." 
2 . the food industry 
In this lengthy chapter on the food industry. Turner describes how the pursuit of profits, 
the trend to monopoly in the industry and the attitudes of the companies themselves 
have all contributed to a deterioration in U.S. food standards. Furthermore the close ties 
between the FDA and the industry have prevented restriction of the increasing power of 
the companies. 
"(In fact) the FDA has constructed an elaborate and self-deceiving rationale to 
justify its general reliance on industry guidances... "Seventy percent of all food 
standards are initially proposed by the food industry. Nearly alt research on food 
additives safety is conducted by industry, not the FDA." 
This merging of the two interests comes from the above mentioned FDA faith in the 
companies, backed up by policies encouraging closeness to industry and transfer of 
personnel between the two. There are no such strong links between the FDA arid the 
consumers. Turner's conclusion is that: 
" i t would be in the interest of the consumer, the agency, the industry and the nation 
if the FDA stopped apologising for its industry friends and began to enforce the 
lav/'. 
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3. the federal drug administration 
The investigation covered the many FDA failures, which have contributed to erosion of 
the spirit of Food and Drug Acts designed to "purify the nation's food supply". Turner's 
discussion shows these failures to have been perpetuated by: 
(a) An interest of self-preservation within the FDA which permeates even to the 
Commission. 
(b) A bureaucratic mythology developed within the FDA and surrounding its actions. 
(c) A misuse of professionals recruited by the FDA. 
The bureauctric mythology is worthy of extra mention here. Aspects of this are: 
(i) A fear of loss of budget if the FDA moved into a campaign too quickly. 
(ii) A "trade secrets" syndrome, which leads to suppression of information, on the 
pretext that its disclosure would be damaging to the firm concerned. 
(iii) A tendency to dismiss opinions of people opposing the FDA's policy. 
(iv) A fear of the press and public opinion. 
(v) A belief that the FDA and industry know best what is good forthe public. 
"These myths" claims Turner, " . . . are cited in office after office of the FDA as 
justification for the lack of vigorous protection of the public interest." 
Out of all the above discussion came a number of proposals for changing the FDA so that 
it once again upholds the principle of pure food law. A federal body which adopted the 
Summer Study Group proposals would have the following characteristics: 
1. It would make available to consumers a constant stream of reliable information on the 
products they can purchase. To do this it would:-
(a) create a food chemical dictionary or compendium which, when used in conjunction 
with compulsory labelling of all chemical additives in food, would enable consumers 
to find out just what they .are eating. 
(b) make information on case's it is investigating available to the media. 
{c) require filing with the Agency of advertising making claims about food. 
(d) develop methods of informing the public about dangers relating to food they actually 
buy. An example of this would be a small button on frozen foods, which changes 
colour when the food inside thaws. As an offshoot to this, the Agency could 
promote development of food safety-devices, such as cabinets that cannot be opened 
by children. 
2. It would incorporate within its structure adequate mechanisms for controlling the 
additives which get into food. These mechanisms would include: 
(a) application of clauses to ban all additives which can be shown to effect people in 
certain ways. This means a reorientation of control toward problems caused by 
additives. Thus, additives which cause cancer, or birth defects, would be banned 
completely. 
(b) application of rigorous tests to additives to ensure that they do not endanger 
consumer health. Suggestions here are, for example that Agencies have their own 
laboratories, which conduct tests on chemical firms wish to have cleared, with costs 
being paid by the firms. Or, that the Agency refer requests for testing to independent 
laboratories, being careful to prevent labs developing dose contacts with the food 
industry. 
(c) acceptance of responsibility for control of 'indirect' additives too. For example, the 
Agency would certify (or test) and register pesticides, to determine their safety. 
3. It would make every effort to ensure that its pronouncements were enforced to the 
letter. This would entail regular and rigorous inspections, access to firms's facilities and 
records, and legal access to information required. 
But above ali else, the Agency would require personnel with enough drive and integrity to 
carry through the activity required to uphold food standards. A situation where a 
"bureaucratic mythology" tike that of the FDA is allowed to build up must not be 
allovred to occur. To quote Dr. Barbara Moulton, member of the U.S. Bureau of Medicine 
at the time the Chemical Feast was written: 
"No amount of increased budget will compensate for the gaps in the law. nor will 
any conceivable appropriations of millions of additional dollars do the job unless it is 
administered by individuals capable of understanding the real public health 
significance of the problems with which they must deal, willing to look at scientific 
facts and able to understand and evaluate them, and interested more in the public 
welfare than in the financial gains of the industries which they regulate." 
These people may not always come to the fore naturally in an Agency such as the FDA. 
One way of ensuring that it happens is to enlist consunwr interest representatives into the 
Agency decision-making process. Agencies could, in tum single out for support personnel 
dedicated to protecting consumer interest, and oppose personnel that are not. 
PHASE 4:1970-71 
urban guerilla warfare 
This, the present phase, sees the development of means of reorientating business itself 
toward consumer interest, and sees the movement branch out first to the Universities and 
professions of America, and later to other countries. The food industry project has not 
entered phase four fully, so examples are taken from other sectors. 
The movement toward promoting responsive business started with 'campaign GIVT. This 
campaign had as its goal the election of consumerists and environmentalists to the Board 
of General Motors, the major decision-making body of one of America's largest 
corporations. To do this, Nader set out to persuade holders of GM shares (particularly 
Universities) to turn them over to him and thus give him the voting power necessary to 
have consumerists candidates elected at a shareholders meeting. The campaign did not 
succeed but nevertheless created the kind of publicity which forced GM to promote 
public interest candidates itself. The enormity of this activism Is easy to underestimate; it 
promotes a vision of the world in which firms and public bodies are controlled by people 
of Nader's ilk. 
That Turner's report on the FDA is only a starting point in this 'grand design' is revealed 
by Turner himself in the conclusions to 'The Chemical Feast'. 
"It would be useless to focus attention solely on a single regulatory agency without 
also considering the system of which it is a part." 
"Once the FDA's failures are seen as part of a general failure of protection for the 
public, reform at the FDA becomes only part of a more general problem. The 
public-interest activities of professionals supported by the activities of large groups of 
people are examples of actions to be taken as part of an overall campaign designed to 
make government more responsive to the real need of the public." 
Campaign GM extended 'government in the last quotation to 'business and governmenf. 
The other major activity of phase 4 extended it further to 'business, government, 
Universities and the professions'. The activity referred to is the Public Interest Research 
Group scheme. 
This scheme was aimed at mobilising student support for Nader's activities. Each U.S. 
campus was encouraged to finance, hire and instruct a team of 10-15 experts to do 
research into, and take legal action on "questions of consumer and environment 
protection, discrimination of race or sex, product safety and corporate responsibility". 
Finance would come from an increase in student fees. Rough calculation shows that a 
campus of 50,000 students could finance a group with a fee of $US2 per semester. The 
scheme is now under way, with Oregon and Minnesota leading the field. 
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i have now described how the consumerists took the food industry study through phases 
2 and 3 of the consumerist movement, i have also indicated how phase 4 is taking 
movement beyond an attempt at attaining responsive government to developing a 
countervailing force in the business and professional world. In the food industry case this 
would require a "campaign GM" or some up-to-now untried campaign to effect the 
decision-making bodies within food firms, it would also require promotion of research 
into safety of additives and improvement of foods in the Universities, together with 
development of a new generation of food scientists able and willing to criticise products 
of the firms they work for. This, and responsive government could finally prevent sales of 
contaminated food and food containing dangerous additives. 
But even this is not all that consumerism has involved. Besides setting up organisations 
such as Public Interest Research Groups and CSRL, Nader has been attending and 
addressing various official hearings and subcommittees. This had lead to a situation in 
which consumerists are being brought into government investigatory »id advisory bodies. 
An outcome of this is that the Consumer Federation of America is organising itself into 
"chapters" to conduct investigations and defend consumers at the shop, corporation and 
government levels. 
The overall picture is of the evolution of a potentially-strong countervailing power acting 
for and with consumers. It is a movement which is branching out onto the international 
scene, lead again by Nader, who has visited Japan, to study its pollution problems, and is 
to visit Britain, to investigate its cars. One question which only the future can answer is, 
will this movement become contained, in the way that the Trade Union movement has, or 
will it have the inbuilt dynamic necessary to achieve its grand design as outlined above? 
At this point in time the answef would appear to be that it will maintain the dynamism 
necessary to prevent itself ossifying-if Nader has anything to do this itl 
R.WIDDOES 
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action conference 
on racism 
Sponsers include National Abschol, National Tribal Council, Brisbane Tribal Council, 
and the Act Confrontation Movement 
TIME: Friday 28th January 1972-Wednesday 2nd February 1972. 
PLACE: University of Queensland Union {Relaxation Block). 
In August a Seminar on Racism was held at the University of Queensland. From this 
came the idea of a national conference to examine racism in educational institutions. 
The conference is designed with these things in mind; 
1. Action: unlike many othei- conferences, it is hoped that this conference will come 
up with practical proposals for the educational institutions and their members to 
combat racism. Both theoretical and practical papers wilt be given, with plenty of time 
for discussion. All individuals and groups with experience in anti-racist action whether 
in education or other fields are therefore more than welcome. 
2. Wide participation: speakers include white academics, high school students, and 
blacks from every state in Australia. There will also be black speakers from New 
Guinea and the Northern Terrritory. As well as the presentation of papers there will be 
discussion panels, discussion groups, films, parties, etc. 
AGENDA: 
(subject to revision) 
The conference will open at 8 p.m. on Friday 28th January with an international 
speaker. There will be two to four papers given in each session. 
SATURDAY 29th 
Theoretical and practical aspects of racism in Australian society and its education 
implications. 
10 a.m.-l p.m.: White society and institutionalized racism. 
2 p.m.-6 p.m.: Aborigines and society. 
7.30 p.m.-9 p.n^.: The Stuggle for Black liberation; proposals for forming a National 
Black Party. 
SUNDAY 30th 
The schools and racism: 
11 a.m.-l p.m.: Australian Education system in structure (i.e. state, public, reserve) 
and aims (e.g. development of the homogenous society). 
2 p.m.-6 p.m.: Analysis of subjects. Teacher training. 
7.30 p.m.-10 p.m.: Action programme. 
MONDAY 31st 
10 a.m.-l p.m.: Universities' connexions with structures and values of government 
and business. 
2 p.m.-5 p.m.: The failure of liberalism to combat racism. 
7.30 p.m.-IO p.m.: The problem of discrete disciplines and the need for systematic 
studies; proposals for schools of studies on racism. 
TUESDAY 1st & WEDNESDAY 2nd FEBRUARY 
10 a.m.-IO p.m.: Action programme to continue: 
Areas of discussions; 
1. within departments 
2. within the university-its structure in relation to links with business and 
government policies 
3. within society-action on the Act, land rights, etc. Proposals for national/regional 
strategies and actions. 
4. Radical groups-their ideologies and attitudes to racism. 
All individuals, groups or organisations wishing to participate should contact: 
Dan O'Neill, 
C/- English Dept, 
(or 22 St Lucia Rd., St Lucia) 
All Departmental Action Groups interested in exploring the racist implications of the 
inadequacies of their various disciplines (especially History, Anthrop., Medicine etc.) 
contact Robyn Bardon C/- Semper, or 83 Jephson St, Toowong. 
ANP HAVE 640 MK 
WOlpaRMSAMPTaS"-^  
SCMT iWeftTD The NURHRV.) 
WllCYcXJf/ 
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 
Applications arc invited (or B number of 
FORESTRY SCHOLARSHIPS 
being provided by the Commonwealth for award to 
selected students to undertake a course of forestry 
training leading to THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR 
OF SCIENCE IN FORESTRY OF THE AUS-
TRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY. 
ELIGIBILITY 
AustraUan Citizens (and others seeking citizen-
ship} with the following qualifications may 
apply:-
(a) Students who have nnatriculated for a Faculty 
of Science at an approved University; 
(b) Students sitting 'or Auslralian matriculation 
examinations this year; 
(c) Graduates or undergraduates who have passed 
in subjects approved by tho Australian 
National University as acceptable pre-
requisites for the final three years of the 
Degree Course in the Department of Forestry 
at the University. Tho minimum qualilications 
for this category of applicant would 
normally bo tho first year of a Science course 
at an approved University. 
These Schotorships provide for the payment of 
a living allowance at the rate of $700 per annum 
plus a book allowance of S50 per annum. 
An additional allowance of $400 per annum Is 
payable to Scholarship holders who are required to 
live away from homo. . 
Application forms ond brochures are obtatnable 
from; 
THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL. 
FORESTRY AND TIMBER BUREAU. 
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, 
BANKS STREET, 
YARRALUMLA, A.C.T, 2600. 
AUSTRALIAN 
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 
RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP 
Students in their final honours year vtfho 
expect to graduate with good honours in 
Biochemistry are invited to submit applica-
tions for a Ph.D. research scholarship in the 
Department of Developmental Biology, 
Research School of Biological Sciences, to 
work on mitochondrial development under 
the supervision of Dr. P. R. Stewart. 
A scholarship is awarded initially for two 
years, subject to satisfactory progress, but 
normally witl be extended for the whole 
period of the course, usually three years. 
The Ph.D. degree course requires the 
submission of a thesis. 
The basic scholarship allowance is $2,710 
per annum tax free, plus some additional 
family allowances, fares and assistance with 
housing. 
For application forms and further particulars 
write to:— 
The Academic Registrar, 
The Australian National University, 
Box 4, P.O., 
CANBERRA, ACT, 2600 
ABORIGINES KANGAROO CLUB 
Clothes, shoes, and anything else 
suitable for stalls, jumble sales and so 
on are needed. Please leave at 59 
Dunbar St, Mt. Gravatt or at 37 
Kennedy Tee., Red Hill. 
PEUGEOTSERVICE 
spare parts, etc. 
RON MILNE 
551 IWOGGILLROAD 
INDOOROOPILLY 
ring 78 5200 
Typing of notes, theses, etc. Ring Mrs. 
Sparrebooni~57 3260. 
Stammering 
OVERCOME BY NEW 
OVERSEAS METHOD 
6c stamp for Information 
J. M. LINDSAY 
STAMMERING CLINIC 
P.O. Box 543, Toowoomba. 
Q'ld, 4350. 
- HIRE -
Anna Marie and David Jons: 
Beautiful wedding, bridesmaids, 
evening frocks, modern lounge, 
dinner suits, tails, accessories. 
Commerce House (above Coles), 
125 Adelaide Street, tel. 21 2826. 
Dry cleaners: 
PANTLUS 
Tor quality. 
also laundry 
and shoe repairs 
Leave garments 
at Union Shop. 
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the economics of 
pouertu and the 
pouertv of economics 
'The Challenge of World Poverty: A World Anti-Poverty Programme in Outline", Gunner 
Myrdal (Pelican, $1.70). 
"Aid as Imperialism", Teresa Hayler (Pelican, $1.00). 
Robyn wants a review so that Penguin people won't be shat and won't stop sending 
Semper books. So I'll begin with a dialectical plug. Such education as I managed to attain 
despite the education system was due to the availability of once cheap (2/6; then 4/—; 
then 5/6) Penguin and Pelicans from which one could make intelligible dominant features 
of the real world, albeit unsystematically. This capitalist firm provided the possibility of 
learning about problems, countries, literatures, sciences, which are ignored or trivially 
discussed in schools, universities and the mass media-and in this it was more valuable to 
me than the three economics departments whose bullshit I was expected to regurgitate 
without criticism or evaluation. (I am tempted to recommend, as Adam Smith did in 
Wealth of Nations, that academics in Queensland be paid by students-for then they 
would have to provide something that some students wanted, and students would have to 
decide what was worth paying for). Penguins manage to sell and purvey more significant 
ideas than do the textbooks or the deathly minds of most lecturing staff. The University 
of Queensland (as this review suggests in one area) does not even provide a possibility of 
an education relevant to the crucial human agenda. The library and labs as presently used 
and regimented are not the serious cultural resources they could be. Capitalist publishers 
(but not the Uni bookshop) at least respond to and to a significant extent create demand 
for serious literature. This contribution to an intelligently learning public mitigates the 
overwhelmingly -malignant consequences of control of the cultural apparatus by 
commercial interests. But an informed public, to be of consequence, must have influence 
on crucial decisions (now dominantly made by 'private' corporations)-and at present 
informed people beyond the official insane definition have no such influence. Even on 
campus, academics by-and-large are ill-informed, malleable, and evasive of serious public 
discussion of the big decisions and the limits of the official world. They are hardly an 
intelligent public. Shifting this disastrous cultural stasis on and off campus will be a big 
job but that's what we are into and it requires that we learn to specify and demonstrate 
the inadequacy of official policy language and academic professional ideologies as 
responses to the real human agenda. 
Both books critically transcend standard bullshit on economic development (Myrdal's 
does so generally, Hayter's specifically on aid) but because both are modifications of 
standard approaches neither begins to present an adequate analysis of how to get the 
changes needed in the Third World. This is a damaging comment on Myrdal's book for he 
claims to outline 'a world anti-poverty programme'. What he does instead is (i) set out 
some of the changes serious nationalist movements in the Third World must achieve, (ii) 
specify that no groups or movements apart from the N.L.F. are pursuing the 'radical 
reforms' required (iii) seriously damage conventional theory of 'development' (iv) specify 
some aspects of what shift in the policies of racist and imperialist nations and of 
international institutions is required for beginning to take Third World poverty seriously. 
What he leaves out is (1) who in official circles in the Third World might be convinced to 
take the tasks seriously; (2) who in the west is going to shift the US world definition 
which is the central obstacle to 'a world anti-poverty programme'; and (3) the probability 
the official worlds are entirely unresponsive to reasoned argument and research and have 
immense economic and social interests in maintaining an insane US defined world view. 
Hayter's study began as a 'liberal critique of aid policies' from within since she no longer 
believes that 'the well being of the peoples of the Third World ( is ) . . . the primary 
consideration in aid policies'. Its main point is that the mildest (most inadequate!) 
critique of the policies of aid is that it is unacceptable to official development agencies. 
Aid officials (like economists in the Uni of Qld.) are intellectually dishonest totalitarians, 
confidently wielding their hopelessly inadequate official language against any who point 
to the real problems. Hayter does not try to indicate how the necessary changes might be 
achieved or even to specify what the necessary changes are. Both books consequently fail 
to penetrate the mood of hopelessness among those who know something of the 
magnitude of the two sets of problems-poverty and white domination in the Third 
World, ecologically crazy institutions in rich nations—which cannot be dealt with by 
capitalist 'business-as-usual', and which are central to any human agenda for this decade. 
L^t me explain. Poverty is not an economic, social or political problem-it's a problem. 
The solution is well known-make available to poor people those goods (whatever they 
are) the lack of which makes us dob them 'poor'. Social research won't solve the problem; 
it may suggest sensible approaches, but if the will to make minimally acceptable living 
conditions available to all the world's people is not there, social research becomes a 
substitute for obvious if crude redistribution. In the Cold War period Third World poverty 
has not been a real concern of any major government-everywhere the assumption in 
ruling circles stilt is that if business as usual won't solve the problems we're heartily sorry 
but-capitatism saves! Third World poverty is not on the official agenda, yet, and no 
substantial pressure to make it a central test of the sanity of policies is exerted either by 
professionals or by political groups, radical or not. The consequences of white-racist 
worid definitions for peoples of Third World are not considered in imperialist political 
and economic decision-making. There these people don't exist except as obstacles to 
exploitation of resources and counters in the crazy anti-communist game. 
The Keynesian Revolution came to fruitation in World War 11 though explicit official 
acceptance in the US wasn't gained until the mid '60s. Liberal international monetary 
arrangements had collapsed in the early 30s and many economists predicted relapse into 
depression after the War, so one key problem which dominated policy-makers' minds as 
they set out to construct the present international monetary system was to prevent the 
international transmission of unemployment by providing temporary finance for rich 
nations to enable them to regain balance of payments 'equilibrium' when necessary 
without having to create widespread unemployment. The second problem was that 70% 
of the world's working industrial capacity was in the US and massive reconstruction of 
Europe's devastated economies was necessary. The IMF/GATT system was set up to 
handle the stabilization problem and the World Bank for the reconstruction problem. As 
it happened the Marshall Plan aid was not channelled through international institutions. 
The U.S. of course had the economic bargaining power (Europe only had American fear 
of the threat of communism to play on to extort the necessary aid). Of course the Third 
World nations were not yet independent and had negligible bargaining power, so they had 
no influence on the shaping of the 'international' institutions which now impose the rich 
white world's rules on the Third World. Two UNCTAD conferences in 1964 and 1968 
failed totally to convince rich nations to face the obvious fact that within these near 
powerless institutions the problems of the Third World obviously could not be adequately 
tackled. It is not in the interests of the rich nations, as these are now defined in official 
circles, to allow the radical reforms Myrdal shows to be necessary in the Third World-for 
such reforms would limit the rich nations' freedom a of access to 'necessary' resources 
and markets in poor nations. So the U.S. habitually uses 'aid' to support governments 
which will preserve such access (at the cost of maintaining poverty), and routinely change 
governments which threaten such access. (See Hayler on aid; Horowitz, From Yalta to 
Vietnam and Wise and Rose, The Invisible Government on U.S. interventions; G. Kolko, 
The Roots of American Foreign Policy, Ch. 3, and F. Clairmonte, Latin America on U.S. 
dependence or access to Third World resources. Clairmonte reports that 'U.S. 
corporations and their multi-national subsidiaries currently control 70-90% of the raw 
material resources of Latin America, and more than 60% of its industrial plants). The two 
UNCTADs and the Hayler study both use standard language of economic development to 
make their critiques of rich nations. What has to be done now is to show that this 
language assumes that rich nations.havea right to own Third World resources and in large 
part to determine the policies of Third World nations. This presumption is not acceptable. 
Further the language assumes that rich nations are committed to reduction of Third 
World poverty-this is not the case. It is not that serious programmes have failed: it is that 
development has not seriously been attempted. For development is not growth of 
GNP-it means radical social reforms contrary to the short-term interests of rich nations 
and the reactionary landowning elites in poor nations. Further still, economists, including 
Myrdal, have so far acted as if the international financial arrangements of the post-war 
reconstruction are given for all times, beyond critical analysis of their adequacy, and have 
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not set out to rethink international arrangements in the interests of the Third World. At 
no stage has the poverty of masses of the poor nations been considered the policy 
problem-instead in both rich and poor nations an emphasis of growth (increasing the size 
of the cake) has deflected attention from inequality, and consequent redistribution as the 
rational response to inequality. And economists simply assumed (they never showed or 
attempted to show) that economic growth made the poor better off whether in rich or 
poor nations. One might reasonably conclude from economists' performance (a) that they 
do not consider Third World poverty to be a central human problem requiring policy 
action and (b| that their work on economic growth is part of the Cold War 'counter 
revolutionary subordination of scholarship' (In the Cold Warrior's world-view the key 
point is whether the Third World lines up with US of THEM). Poor nations must have 
economic growth not to improve the lot of the masses of the poor but rather because if 
we do not^ continue to control their resources by offering them 'non-communistic 
manifestoes' .(Rostow) on economic growth and by providing military aid that 
reactionary governments may repress popular demands for reforms which threaten our 
Interests-they will 'go communist' and THEY will control Third World resources. For the 
Third World, 'any way you look at it you lose'. Economists have seldom explicitly 
considered these matters-few are as blatantly and nastily Cold Warrior as Rostow-for 
their ideology defines these as 'non-economic' considerations, beyond the 'competence' 
of 'economists qua economists'. They are usually shits by training, ommission, and 
background, rather than by reason, and if these inarticulate ideological dicta were 
examined for their adequacy perhaps many economists would recoil from the implicitly 
imperialist presuppositions of development economics. As it is, Myrdal and Hayler are 
among the first, to begin. 
My remarks so far may have partially clarified my first sentence by criticizing standard 
practice. Now let's start at the other end. Recognise that poverty is a problem for 
immediate action; that 'growth' is .not the answer unless it is clearly one consequence of 
overcoming the poverty of the masses; that economists and the elite official world ignore 
the woeful living conditions of masses of the poor; that official policy language and 
institutions neither adequately recognize nor respond to Third World poverty; that no 
substantial public is pressing for adequate responses to 'the challenge of world poverty'; 
that no acceptable solutions even from liberal points of view are possible within present 
institutions and policy language; that strong and (within present unexamined 
assumptions) 'rational' interests are determined to continue business as usual in the rape 
of the Third World; and finally, that economic growth is not progress from any serious 
ecological perspective-recognize all this and then we can begin to define a serious world 
anti-poverty programme. Myrdal is blind to the ecological hassles in general-his remarks 
on the Green Revolution are similar to Ehrlich's but reflect his interest in poverty, rather 
than in ecologically sound policies, 
Myrdal plays down the role of American power as an obstacle to reasonable anti-poverty 
policies, and, despite the experience of the 1960s, thinks the American public affects 
foreign policy. These and perhaps his methodology are the major weaknesses of his 
programme as an intellectual exercise—its overwhelming weakness concerns the actual 
execution of the programme-neither he nor anybody else I've read or talked to can see 
who is going to make the necessary radical reforms apart from anti-American mass 
movements like the NLF in Vietnam, the PKt in Indonesia before the massacres, and the 
Fretimo (See Mondlane, Struggle for Mozambique, Penguin), tt looks tike it witl be a 
while before the necessary radical reforms are on the official agenda of rich or even most 
poor nations. Myrdal's actiievement in this book is nevertheless substantial-he has set out 
the nature of a necessity for fairly specific radical reforms to be undertaken by Third 
World nations themselves, and has defined marginal ways in which rich nations might 
assist (the assumption that good-will could be a basis of US policy is ludicrous). He has 
defined the task well; no one can yet point out how it may be carried through, but he has 
partially shown that present institutions and policy language are a no-win game from the 
viewpoint of world poverty. 
Myrdal's book (the 'missing eighth part' of Asian Drama; An Inquiry into the Poverty of 
Nations (Pelican, 3 vols.), a guide to it and indeed a brief summary from the policy point 
of view) sets out to provide 'a comprehensive epitome of what main policies the 
underdeveloped and developed countries should follow' in 460 pages. Myrdal is into his 
fifth decade of policy-oriented social research-on monetary equibrium in the 20s; on the 
implicit politics of economics re Sweden's population and family planning policies in the 
30s; on the American blacks in the 40s and 60s; and on the limits of the welfare state, the 
international economic arrangements and economic theories of development and social 
change in the post-war period. Value in social theory and the politics of methodological 
programmes emerge throughout. A Minister of Commerce in Sweden in the 1930s, an 
adviser to gQvernments, an international public servant, he now heads a Peace Research 
Institute; and at 72 still lectures and writes prolifically. All this reasoned experience 
within an intelligently social democratic, and humane (if slightly bloodless) rational vision 
of a reconstructed world comes to fruition in Asian Drama and the present volume. 
The book's failure is the failure of the best western social democratic nationalism-of the 
best of liberal scholarship, and it is precisely the liberalism that's the problem. It's sad, 
but Myrdal is unable to transcend his 'Enlightenment tradition', for he does not 
understand that present institutions and practices are not due to 'misjudgments' about 
self interests, nor that the poor don't have the power to shift this structure of interests 
which has shown that it is totally unresponsive to 'rational'social research from humane 
perspectives. Even among social scientists Myrdal's values are not widely professed.. 
He writes for 'the American public' and tells them that "The goal of the United States has 
not been that the masses should be awakened in order to make possible genuine 
democracy and the radical reforms needed"; that because of the "gross misjudgment of 
facts and betrayal of ideals... by the United States" the awakening masses f ightirjg for 
the necessary reforms "find themselves projected into a movement of national 
Communism" (415) and that we must shift the American government from support of 
and installation of reactionary anti-communist regimes to (263) research-based support 
for radical reforms which must be carried out by the UDC's themselves. It is in the 
interests of the US (neutrality is impossible, p.257) and of the UDC's to institute radical 
reforms. This is clear if scientific research is done using modernization ideals to sort out 
the reforms needed, and to show the character of movements which wilt oppose present 
US policies. He pulls his punches in Ch.8 but 1 think this is the burden of his message. 
("A more unbiased and penetrating research e f for t . . . would give more impetus to the 
progressive forces that raise demands for radical reform" p. 256). In other words, the 
official agenda isn't in our national interests and has to and can be changed by national 
research. 
Present social science is part of the trap, sloppy in its use of statistics (education and aid 
especially), opportunistic, and hopefully self-converting. Myrdal's approach realty clears 
the ground, bringing to tlie centre institutional and motivational matters widely ignored 
in standard literature: "a purge of bias from economic research will lead to policy 
conclusions demanding radical reforms in UDCs and radical changes in the aid and trade 
policies of the DCs" (p.421). 
Myrdal discusses the economic interests in the rich nations whose short-term interests are 
in maintaining 'the Open Door' and stresses that "international trade and capital 
ROOBB 
movements will generally tend to breed inequality and will do so the more strongly when 
substantial inet.ualities are already established" (275), contrary to international trade 
theory. "Colonialism meant primarily only a strengthening of the market forces" (278). 
He stresses the need to interfere in the market processes to promote imports from UDCs 
and move towards "a welfare world". People should recognize from their experience in 
rich welfare states that such a created harmony is possible even internationally (291). 
Rational generosity (a moral commitment) is needed, and not the capitalists but "the 
people are the reactionaries" who feel threatened by moves from a nationalist welfare 
state to a welfare world (291). This is superficial-the fact that the welfare states of rich 
nations do not guarantee a minimum standard of living and security against common 
hazards (e.g. bad illness) for alt their people, the clear inequalities of welfare state 
education, the plight of racial minorities, etc.-these all reflect the dominant expansionist, 
materialist corporate values and it's going to take more than books to shift these interests. 
Nevertheless a movement which does not assert that present policies, institutions and 
practices leave out the masses of the Third World and of the rich nations, and doesn't 
assert that all people affected by policies, and all consequences of policies considered 
significant, must be taken into account in restructuring the imperialist official 
world-definition is condemned to failure. The intellectual tasks now are (i) to show that 
no-one who is read or taken seriously in the official world is talking about the real human 
agenda; (ii) to specify concrete decisions which ignore the people affected and the 
significant consequences of such decisions; and (iii) to propose sane course of action and 
mobilize to shift those decisions (e.g. US fight against SST). CRA on Bougainville is an 
obvious first target. A welfare world is not what we want but we do want all the people 
fed, sheltered, healthy, working, and participating in the struggle for world survival. No 
style of everyday life, no jobs, no organisations in Australia now are contributing to 
this-the structure of everyday life needs to be transformed. No existing programmes 
define adequately how this might be done. 
Nevertheless, do read Myrdal-he's a beaut old sod, a relic of an age when it was possible 
to think that the liberal democratic system might work because official people were not 
entirely insane. 
Hayler's book shov/s how the totalitarian US definition of the world operates in the 
international aid agencies. It's not remarkable in itself-but the problems Hayler had 
getting it published (pp.193-213) are incredible given the mildness and obviousness of the 
contents. Read it if you haven't read anything on the political functions of foreign aid. 
PETER THOIWSON 
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SILENCE IS CONSENT THERE 
ARE NO SPECTATORS 
EVERYONE PARTICIPATES 
WHETHER THEV KNOW IT 
OR NOT. 
I have been prompted to write this after much 
thought and, realising my limitations, I still feel 
that I must at least make an attempt It is 
directed mainly at the older generation and 
particularly those who suffer social Injustice in 
this so-called affluent society and for those who 
lift up there hands in horror or cry "rat-bags" as 
I once did at the very mention of Radical 
University Students. 
I am the wife of an ordinary working man, a mother of 
ten children, an ex-servicewoman, and, to use an old 
aussie expression, I have been through many a dry gully. 
I feel that my deep experience of life lived, my concern 
at the behaviour of our young people, the fact that I 
went to meet and speak with the radical university 
students are qualifications and reasons enough for me to 
write what 1 have. 
NOW I'M ON THEIR SIDE 
Twelve months ago I went to the University because I 
was angry with the radical students over their behaviour 
towards Mr. Quang, the South Vietnamese diplomat, and 
their behaviour in other incidents. They received me well 
and listened to what I had to say. Afterwards I spoke 
with them informally, exchanging views, and trying to 
find out .what made them act in such a way as to bring 
so much wrath down upon themselves from the highest 
politician to the humblest housewife. 
At that time they did not convince me that their actions 
had been in any way right; on the other hand, their 
motives and the feelings behind their actions gave me 
food for thought. 
Coming from a country where class distinction was rife, 
where one was judged not on what kind of person one 
was but into what social circle you happened to be born, 
the young men and women attending University 
represented to me the rich and middle classes of society 
who had never been particularly interested or concerned 
about what became of the son or daughter of the 
working class man, who, because of lack of social 
standing and equal opportunity, would never reach 
university anyway. The same applies in Australia, let's 
face it, if not to such a great degree because of the 
population difference, it certainly does exist. Therefore 
when these young people said that they were aware of 
and concerned with the social injustices in existence, 
such as the plight of our pensioners, our Aborigines, our 
poor and also the plight of our ordinary working man 
who, despite say a wage of S46 a week, strives 
desperately to bring up his family with dignity and 
independence knowing full well he is unable to give 
them many of the things other sections of the 
community take for granted . . . therefore, I asked 
myself these questions. Were their demonstrations sn 
act, an excuse, to bring themselves into the limelight and 
boost their youthful egos using the above mentioned 
things as a platform merely to upset and disrupt just for 
kicks? If so, then it was a cruel thing for them to 
do-utter unconcern would have been more dignified 
and humane. But it was a point I had to consider-would 
they, after becoming qualified in careers of their 
choosing, become bosses and leaders jostling for 
positions and power in the name of progress and in the 
end take the attitude (to use the working-man's 
language): 'to hell with you Jack I'm alright'. After all, 
that's what we've become so used to. 
Or could it be true that these young men and women 
had taken a good look at the existing society today? 
After all they are encouraged-indeed it is expected of 
them-to discuss, debate and speak freely; to investigate 
and come to their own conclusions about the society in 
which they live. This, as ive//as their academic studies, is 
part of their higher education. 
Having done this isn't it possible they haven't liked what 
they have seen and have become genuinely concerned 
and even horrified by it? That they no longer want to 
step into father's shoes or to fit snuggly into their own 
little niche in society as is expected of them; joining the 
rat race for position and power in the name of progress, 
not caring a damn who they oppress or suppress in 
doing so. 1 had to consider this possibility also. 
As an individual I set out to find answers to these 
questions. First to what degreee does social injustice 
exist. I spoke to many people: pensioners, women with 
young children grouped around them sitting in,such 
places as the City Mission Life Line, or the Salvation 
Army offices waiting for food orders or second hand 
clothing; going up to be interviewed, humble and almost 
ashamed of being there, emerging grateful but hurriedly, 
hoping no one had seen from which doorway they had 
come-Dad was dead, sick or unemployed; others in 
opportunity shops seeking second-hand clothing to help 
out the budget; oh yes, dad was working, but by the 
time they had paid for the rent, gas, light, food and 
time-payment commitments on such essentials as fridge 
and washing machine, there was little left from their 
basic wage. The woman who had lost a loved one and 
couldn't afford the burial, who had been flat out trying 
to live having to face this extra burden that death had 
thrust upon her, and which had never entered her head, 
red-eyed but brave, trying to fill in a form under the 
cold eye of officialdom so that she could obtain 
government assistance. Mothers who had gone into debt 
or sold some valued possession so that they could send a 
child to high school, equipped and dressed like the other 
k ids . , . Families paying half their weekly wage in rent 
so that they can give their kids a back yard to play in; or 
living in flats nothing more than rabbit warrens, houses 
divided up by greedy landlords so to make huge 
profi ts.. . The old and inform packed into institutions 
lonely and alone, referred to by politicians as "pioneers 
of our great country" on election platforms but given a 
mere pittance, institutionalized, and forgotten when 
elections are over. 
Now the plight of the aboriginals: they are tolerated, not 
accepted, in their own country. They are a warm-
hearted, family-loving race whose natural dignity and 
pride have suffered much at the hands of the white man. 
They find accommodation in the city only in the 
poorest of districts, below average standards, and 
charged high rents they struggle to afford; all this under 
sufferance. Yes, they are educated in the same state 
schools-some attain high school standard, but then the 
door of opportunity is slammed in their faces because of 
the colour of their skins. I have been in their homes, I 
have walked into a hotel to have a beer with them and 
refused service because the hotel doesn't serve blacks, t 
have drunk with them in hotels well-known as being 
reserved for the aboriginal, and have been jeered at and 
condemned for doing so. Second-rate citizens, that is 
how they are treated, but I found them to be first-rate 
human beings. 
How many patients in Lowson House and Walston Park 
Hospital are there because of breakdowns caused by the 
strain of grappling with problems I have already 
mentioned-too many, I can tell you. 
Now, having made my own personal investigation and 
having been the victim of more than one of these 
situations, it takes only common sense to realize that 
social injustice does exist. Ask why, and you get the 
same old answer. "It's the price we pay for progress and 
civilization". 
Governments have promised t;o do something about it. 
Unions have strived for years for a better deal for the 
worker; social workers and charity organisations have 
done what they can to ease the pain of poverty and 
social injustice, and yet the disease still exists. 
What is the answer? Do we go on accepting it as an 
incurable growth, or does it indeed call for radical 
treatment? If so, who among us would have the courage 
to make the first move towards a remedy? 
I returned once again to talk with the radical students. I 
found them the same young men and women just as 
sincere, just as concerned and hurt as they had been 
twelve months previously. Not much notice or publicity 
is given if any to the fact that they give hours of their 
own personal time collecting thousands of dollars for the 
under-privileged of this country and for the relief of the 
misery of other human beings in other parts of the 
world. Little things too, like arranging and taking for 
picnics the little inmates of orphanages and other 
institutions, victims of broken homes caused mostly by 
the social injustice we harbour in our so-called affluent 
society. 
Indeed they were still smarting and bewildered over a 
drastic injustice meted out to themselves. The 
government and other interested parties had, through 
the power of the press and other mass media, used them 
as scapegoats, a chopping-block for their own political 
advantage. 
They had told the public that they were going to be 
marched on by a mob of long haired, unwashed, violent, 
trouble-making, radical students. Indeed that their very 
safety was at stake-the situation was so dangerous that 
a state of emergency had to be applied. So great was the 
publicity that the public became almost hysterical, full 
of hate, and indignation. The stage was set. 
When the students did appear, their weapons being only 
their chants of protest against one of the most hated 
injustices known to man-APARTHEID-their own 
fellowmen turned against them, and even cheered as 
police with batons drawn charged at them, hurting and 
scattering them into the darkness. The government 
obtained its own objective: winning two by-elections 
and gloating over the power it held over the people. 
As I said, when 1 returned, these same young people 
were busy trying to collect $10,000 for the education of 
aboriginals, giving generously themselves; still long 
haired and in some cases wearing raggy blue jeans, but 
still as sincere and concerned as ever at social injustice, 
not only in their own country' but in other countries 
too. I spoke with them again. 
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Maybe to me, from the older generation, a little jaded 
and a little tired of keeping up with the rat-race, having 
given up hope of ever seeing complete social justice for 
all, their ideas and theories for attaining these things 
seemed a little way out, a littleout of reach; but then, 
when 1 was their age so did man's landing on the moon. 
But their zest, their honest desire to bring these changes 
about, gave me once more a glimmer of hope-not 
perhaps for the present generation, but that my younger 
children may see this change. 
So, come on oldies and all who are sick to death of 
social injustice, don't turn your back or plug your 
ears-give these young people a fair hearing. I can assure 
you from my persona) involvement with these young 
people that they do understand, and indeed have a 
better understanding and insight than you can imagine. 
Criticize if you like, but let us get together, and maybe 
with our experience of life lived and their sincere desire 
to see social injustice stamped out we can start doing 
something about it. 
Perhaps we can start to build a system where all men and 
women are treated as equal human beings. I'm not 
religious but maybe this world was given us to turn into 
a heaven and up to now we have done damn all about it. 
I'm pretty good as a challenger so I throw out another: 
Mr. Bjelke-Petersen, or any mernber of your government; 
heads of finance companies or.ariy big business tycoon 
who thinks power and profit are the be-all and end-all of 
everything in the name of progress; Mr. Zelman Cowen 
who has been so upset over the behaviour of some of the 
students-come with me on a tour you will never forget; 
see with your own eyes; listen with your own ears to the 
people who suffer and bear silently but bravely the 
social injustice heaped upon them. Put away your 
statistics and social reports; come and rub your hands in 
a tittle of the dirt you help to create. You won't accept 
of course-on-one likes to feel guilty or uncomfortable 
and it would probably be beneath your social dignity. 
And to you my young radicals I say this: do not despair, 
do not be discouraged; any cry for justice and humanity 
must be good and I'm sure you will gain the support of 
many. 
THE MORATORIUM 
AND ALL THAT ROT 
Most of us will recall that little had been heard of the 
radical students until the moratorium marches came into 
being. Like many of you, I became angry and very 
emotional, and being also an ex-servicewoman even more 
so: "How dare these young hoodlums insult our brave 
boys in uniform dying on the battle fields of Vietnam?" 
I was ignorant and looked no further than my nose and 
my human emotions for the real meaning of these 
protest marches. 1 was living in the past of world war I I . 
1 had forgotten that these young people were the real 
victims of that war and the immediate post war years, 
that they were now the up and coming generation grown 
around me unnoticed, whilst 1 lived with my befuddled 
memories of glory for King and Country. They with 
their sharper memories and keener minds had seen what 
it had done to my generation, and war to them was 
profanity, obscenity, a waste, a carnage of human life 
where there were no victors only victims; and it made 
them sick, it made them cry out with voices loud and 
clear in protest against our boys being made pawns in a 
political game, offered as a bloody sacrifice. And you 
know they were right. I started to do some real thinking. 
For years my mind and my eyes had been no higher than 
the l<itchen sink and the wash tub, my energy sapped by 
bearing and rearing children t couldn't afford, and when 
poverty and hardship struck (which they did many 
times) I also had to seek charity . . . The years you wore 
that uniform and so proudly served your country were 
forgotten by country and government and if this is my 
story it is also the story of thousands of men and women 
like me. 
What real glory was there in that war-millions of 
bleeding mangled bodies of men, women and children; 
the return of many rnore men as maimed, nerve-
shattered wrecks-and 1 am speaking of all countries, 
friend and foe-millions of fatherless children left to 
pick up the pieces of a broken world, What did we gain, 
what kind of a bloody mess did we made? We know who 
won: the big industrialists, the money-powered tycoons 
who even today have their boots across our throats, 
keeping our noses to the grindstone so that they and 
theirs will always have plenty. No wonder the young 
people of today are crying 'enough'. If vve haven't the 
guts left to change things then they must do it for us, 
and this they are surely going to do. We helped to make 
this generation gap so much talked about, let us help to 
bridge it before it is too late and they lose patience with 
us altogether. 
After having read what I have in all sincerity written, 
you should be fair-minded enough in the true aussie 
sense to give these young people a hearing, to try and 
understand them, and by so doing they may try to 
understand us a little. 
THE FOUR-LETTER WORD 
I think one of the things that shock and upset people is 
the quite public use by some of the young radicals of 
that word. 
What first shocked me was not the word itself-god 
knows I'd heard it often enough, and to me it meant a 
vilification of the sex act, a definite insult and slur on a 
woman's body, and as it was mostly used and came from 
the mouths of men I objected to it simply for that 
reason. I think most women of my generation hate it for 
the same reasons. Sex is not filthy whether it is practiced 
before or after marriage. And because the word fuck 
debases something quite natural and enjoyable 1 don't 
think it should be used. 
THAT WOMEN'S LIB 
PAMPHLET 
I have read it and find nothing that is not out-right truth 
contained in it. If it has shocked then it is a shock long 
over-due. 
But let's face it, who did it shock? Only those who hide 
their heads in the sand like ostriches; those who for 
centuries have been ashamed of the word sex; those who 
because of their own ignorance have never been able to 
enlighten their children. When will this generation have 
the courage to rid itself of shameful guilt and admit that 
sexuality is neither filthy, disgusting, or shameful. 
Neither is it holy or sacred. But a wholesome, natural, 
enjoyable function of humanity, coming neither from 
heaven nor hell. 
A woman's body for too long has been regarded by men 
as a means of their physical satisfaction and 
gratification. If they were able to use her before 
marriage she was cheap and fair game; after marriage it 
was a marital right. 
A woman has what amounts to a human right to first be 
accepted as a normal human being in her own right; to 
enjoy being satisfied and gratified by the perfectly 
human, natural act of sex with or without the help of 
man and/or a piece of paper which is supposed to make 
things proper. 
I'm afraid the older generation has got to accept the fact 
that no longer can we force our own ignorance and 
shame down the throats and into the minds of our 
young because I feel they are heading for a purer more 
natural way of living than we will ever know. 
MY AIMS 
To form a society of men and women genuinely 
interested in taking steps to overcome social injustice. 
To form a liaison with the younger generation to help 
bridge the generation gap. 
mrs. bevan 
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Meher Baba has explained that "every creature in the worid 
is seeking happiness, and man is no exception. Seemingly 
man sets his heart on many kinds of things, but all that he 
desires or undertakes is for the sake of happiness. If he is 
keen about having power it is because he expects to derive 
happiness from its use. If he strives for money it is because 
he thinks it will secure for him the conditions and means 
for his happiness. If he seeks knowledge, health or beauty, 
science, art or literature, it is because he feels his pursuit of 
happiness is directly dependent upon them." 
We may extend this to the search for a higher state of 
consciousness or awareness through the use of 
hallucinogenic drugs-those that use them hope to find 
happiness through a sense of freedom and release and the 
experiencing of subtle sensations* Others may also use these 
drugs, especially LSD, looking for higher perceptions and 
experiences that will give them guidance in their quest for 
happiness. 
Meher Baba points out that "the object of the quest is 
called by many names-happiness, peace, freedom, truth, 
love, perfection, self-realization, God-realization, union 
with God. [And that] essentially, it is a search for all of 
these, but in a special way. Everyone has moments of 
happiness, glimpses of truth, fleeting experiences of union 
with God; what they want is to make them permanent. 
They want to establish an abiding reality in the midst of 
constant change." 
Recognizing the authority of his statements concerning 
conscious experience of the Truth a number of young 
thinkers and experimentalists who were in the early 
forefront of the psychedelic movement in America, have 
received oral and written descriptions from Meher Baba 
comparing the effect of psychedelics with the enduring 
states of consciousness generated through inner discovery. 
Here Meher Baba's message is clear: "In an age when 
individual liberty is prized above all achievements, the 
fast-increasing number of drug addicts forms an appalling 
chain of self-sought bondage! Even as these drugs hold out 
an invitation to a fleeting sense of ecstacy, freedom or 
escape, they enslave the individual in greater binding. LSD, 
a highly potent 'mind-changing' drug differing from the 
opium derivatives and being used in the research of mental 
science, is said to 'expand consciousness and alter one's 
personality for the better'. In America it has become 
tragically popular among the young, used indiscriminately 
by any and many. They must be persuaded to desist from 
taking drugs, for they are harmful-physically, mentally and 
spiritualty. 
"All so-called spiritual experiences generated by taking 
'mind-changing' drugs such as LSD, mescaline and 
psilocybin are superficial and add enormously to one's 
addiction to the deceptions of illusion which is but the 
shadow of Reality. 
"No drug, whatever its great promise, can help one to attain 
the spiritual goal. There is no short-cut to the goal except 
through the grace of the Perfect Master, and drugs, LSD 
more than others, give only a semblance of 'spiritual 
experience', a glimpse of a false Reality. 
"The experience of a semblance of freedom that these 
drugs may temporarily give to one is in actuality a millstone 
round the aspirant's neck in his efforts towards 
emancipation from the rounds of birth and death. 
"The experience is as far removed from Reality as is a 
mirage from water. No matter how much one pursues the 
mirage one will never reach water and the search for God 
through drugs must end in disillusionment. One who knows 
the Way, who is the Way, cannot approve the continued 
pursuance of a method that not only must prove fruitless 
but leads away from the Path that leads to Reality. 
" I t is human, and therefore necessarily wrongsighted, to 
view the result of the drug by its immediate relative 
effects-to calculate its end result is beyond human 
knowledge, and only the true Guide can point the way." 
The honest seeker will recognize from this the Inadequacy 
of his basis for judging his experiences through psychedelic 
media. Meher Baba has given several comments on this 
troublesome aspect of trying to judge the profundity of 
psychedelic experience. 
"The experiences derived through the drugs are experiences 
by one in the gross world of the shadows of the subtle 
planes and are not continuous. The experiences of the 
subtle sphere by one on the subtle planes are continuous, 
but even these experiences are of illusion, for Reality is 
beyond them. And so. though LSD may lead one to feel a 
better man personally, the feeling of having had a glimpse 
of Reality may not only lull one into a false security but 
also will in the end derange one's mind. Although LSD is 
not an addiction-forming drug one can become attached to 
the experiences arising from its use and one gets tempted to 
use it in increasing doses, again and again, in the hope of 
deeper and deeper experiences. But eventually this causes 
madness or death. 
"Consciousness is fully evolved and complete as soon as the 
soul identifies itself with the human form. This 
consciousness neither increases nor decreases; only the 
experiences of consciousness increase. Hence the states of 
sub-sub super consciousness, sub-super consciousness, super 
consciousness and God consciousness. This in other words 
is gross consciousness, subtle consciousness, mental 
consciousness and God consciousness. The tighter the 
burden of impressions (sanskaras) the higher the experiences 
of consciousness. 
"There is also a state of perverted consciousness. It is a 
state in which consciousness indulges in induced 
experiences such as those gotten from the use of drugs; and 
even the most fantastic experiences thus induced are only 
the shadows of the subtle plane experienced in the gross 
world. 
"Only the One who knows and experiences Reality, who is 
Reality, has the ability and authority to point out the false 
from tlie Real. The only Real experience is to continuously 
see God within oneself as the infinite effulgent ocean of 
Truth and then to become one with this infinite ocean and 
continuously experience infinite knowledge, power and 
bliss." 
"I am that Ancient One whose past Is worshipped and 
remembered, whose present Is ignored and forgotten and 
whose future (Advent) Isantlclpated with great fervour and 
longing," 
Some persons have commented to Meher Baba on their 
sense of having become a better man or woman through 
psychedelics, and have speculated on the possible future 
role of these materials in an enlightened society.While 
deeply sensitive to the need of the individual for an ideal, 
and for a sense of motion in relation to that ideal, Meher 
Baba has carefully dissected the maximum result achievable 
through drugs from the exacting requirements of what must 
be done. 
"To a few sincere seekers, LSD may have served as a means 
to arouse that spiritual longing which has brought them 
into my contact, but once that purpose is served further 
ingestion would not only be harmful but have no point or 
purpose. The longing for Reality cannot be sustained by 
further use of drugs but only by the love for the Perfect 
Master which is a reflection of his love for the seeker. 
"An individual may feel LSD has made a 'better' man of 
him socially and personally. But one will be a better man 
through Love than one can ever be through drugs or any 
other artificial aid. And the best man is he who has 
surrendered himself to the Perfect Master irrespective of his 
personal or social standing. 
"As for possible use of the drug by an enlightened society 
for spiritual purposes-an enlightened society would never 
dream of using it! 
" I t is absolutely essential for a spiritual aspirant who 
genuinely longs for union with God-the Reality-to shun 
experiments with the effects of certain drugs, Tliese things 
do not uplift the aspirant nor draw him out of the rut of 
Illusion. Experiences born of these practices wear off as 
soon as the aspirant withdraws from or is thrown out of the 
orbit of the effect produced by the technique employed. 
"But there is no drug that can promote the aspirant's 
progress-nor ever alleviate the sufferings of separation 
from his beloved God. LOVE is the only propeller and the 
only remedy. The aspirant should love God with all his 
heart till he forgets himself and recognizes his beloved God 
in himself and others. 
"Even the experiences of the planes of consciousness are 
only another kind of an illusion! Experiences of the planes 
are 'Real Illusion', whereas those derived from the use of 
drugs are illusion into 'False Illusion'. This mundane life 
and the experiences thereof are a 'dream into a dream'; 
whereas the traversing of the spiritual path by the seekers 
wdio gain experiences of planes of consciousness is a 
'dream'." 
While there Is no room from the above for misconstruing 
Meher Baba's evaluation of the effects of psychedelics on 
the spiritual and social facets of the individual, some 
questions have been put to him on the medical use of these 
drugs. Here again his views are clear: "Medically there are 
legitimate uses of LSD. It can be used beneficially for 
chronic alcoholism, for severe and serious cases of 
depression and for relief in mental illnesses. Use of LSD 
other than for specific medical purposes is harmful 
physically, mentally and spiritually. 
"Any drug wnen used medically for diseases, under the 
direct supervision of a medical practitioner, is not 
impermissible and cannot be classed with individual usage 
of a drug for what one can get out of i t-or hope to get out 
of it-whether thrills, forgetfulness, or a .delusion of 
spiritual experience. 
"In short, LSD can be used beneficially for specific medical 
purposes, but for spiritual progress it is not only useless but 
positively harmful. If the student world continues to 
indulge in the use of LSD, the best of its intellectual 
potential will be lost to the nation. Use of LSD produces 
hallucinations, and prolonged use of this drug will lead to 
mental derangement, which even the medical use of LSD 
would fail to cure." 
"Taking LSD is harmful physically, mentally and 
spiritually. But if you take me into your heart and love me 
as your real Self, you will find me in you as the infinite 
Ocean of Love. And this experience will remain 
continuously throughout eternity." 
The little god of dreams locked in a pill 
Is not the God of love and universal Will. 
The littie god of dreams which dreams sustain 
Is not the God who lives in Lover's Lane. 
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irate stodent letters 
1, 
Dear Sir, 
I would like to'describe a recent exposure to 
university methods which has caused me 
some alarm. 
I was charged with a traffic breach on 
university grounds. As 1 denied the charge, I 
was in due course required to visit the 
university Legal Officer. As I entered his 
office, I saw him peering over a large dossier. 
It is the contents of this dossier and the 
manner in which they were used that has 
stimulated me to write. 
The Legal Officer cited me two bits of 
evidence that were supposed to reveal my 
disregard for university regulations. One was 
that my registration was a few days late one 
year. The other-and this is unbelievable-
was that in 1968 1 had gone to some lengths 
to get excused from jury duty, and therefore 
I was a poor citizen! 
With respect to this latter item, 1 should like 
to know how it got into my dossier, and 
why. During my examinations in fourth year 
I was summoned for jury duty in the 
Supreme Court. Naturally, I tried, and 
succeeded in getting excused. The matter 
was a purely private one. At no time was 
there any correspondence between myself 
and the university although I did ask the 
medical school for advice. The fact that this 
trivial incident could have ended up in my 
dossier is alarming; the fact that it was used 
against me in a prejudicial manner is 
enraging. 
In view of recent debate in the news media 
on this topic, and the fact that our 
vice-chancellor has expressed publicly his 
distaste for such methods in modern society, 
it seems ironical that one's first exposure to 
the injustice of dossiers should have 
happened in a universityl 
Yours truly, 
Gordon E. Potter 
Medicine VI 
Dear Robyn, 
Please allow me to take issue somewhat with 
me old mate Brian Costar (The Morator-
ium-where now? Semper No. 11). Although 
there is nothing wrong with his argument as 
far as it goes, it too could be criticised for 
"narrowness of approach". 
For the sake of clarification let's say there 
are two levels of perspective in respect to 
things like war, racism, etc.-call one the 
"general" level, modern war is seen as 
contemptible because it offends against deep 
emotional feelings about such obvious 
inhumanity. At the "specific" level, a 
particular war, or wars, are seen as wrong 
mainly in the context of the political system 
of which they are a function. In the present 
case capitalism/imperialism is the immediate 
villain to be vigorously opposed. 
The point I would make is that both levels 
of perspective are valid and both need to be 
employed in the struggle, in a more 
integrated way. The ideologues should 
realise that those who tend to stay too much 
at the "general" level of outlook do have an 
edge, ultimately-that kind of system having 
war, or racism, or whatever as inbuilt 
functions just could not evolve in a climate 
of deep loathing for such things. 
Another point also needs making: some 
people have genuinely felt that massive 
protest couid influence their own govern-
ment and, indirectly, that of the U.S.A. 
Arguments against the likelihood of this, 
while being well-founded, are impossible of 
proof. As a method, protest does in fact 
work sometimes, e.g. the S.A. cricket tour 
cancellation-and this protest was small 
compared with what the war-protest might 
have been without the factionalism. Still, It 
is true, one would not have escaped having 
to face a very real dilemma-stopping the 
Vietnam war might have served to divert 
attention from the system which causes such 
wars, now and in the future. So what does 
one do? To me, the answer is clear: you stop 
the killing you can stop- if you can, on the 
basis that-all else being equal-each human 
life shares the same value with every other 
human life, individually or collectively. It 
bears thinking about that it is precisely 
non-compliance with this principle that 
clears the way for "man-quantifying" 
operations such as war and racism in the first 
place. It seems to me very much a first 
principle for those who oppose such affronts 
to human dignity. 
ERIC CROSSWELL 
Dear Robyn, 
Somebody in the Botany Department was so 
impressed with the Vice-Chancellor's front 
lawn statement (29/7/71) that he had it 
photostated and displayed prominently in 
one of the undergraduate laboratories. This 
attitude to the display of political material 
contrasts strongly with the V.C.'s own. On 
one of the rare occassions I have seen him 
walking about the University he was flanked 
by two herichmen and pointed loftily 
towards posters that offended him. These his 
henchman proceeded to tear down and 
destroy. 
Repeatedly, during his statement, the V.C. 
referred to the financial dependence of the 
university on the community. It is a fact 
that needs careful consideration. Of course 
universities have always been dependant on 
the community. In earlier times this 
dependence or exploitation was taken for 
granted. Today, we say we exist to serve the 
community. 1 wonder how much we mean it 
when I see the fanastic waste of money in 
some departments and how we can not even 
see fit to provide'a decent wage for our own 
men on the gate. (Zelman says the university 
has a poor standing in the community 
because of student dissent. It could be that 
in one sort of community many working 
people resented his continual assertions on 
T.V. and in the press that the 6% wage rise 
for non-academic staff was the cause of the 
university's financial problems.) 
Why did we dress up the university for the 
open day, put on displays that were actually 
interesting and socially relevant but had 
little to do with the day-to-day work of the 
university? The public is taken in though. 
One day I was engaged in a piece of pure 
foolery with some apparatus and a mild little 
clerk from the admin, who was passing by 
stood and watched admiringly. He said how 
interesting it must be to work in science and 
how he'd give anything to change jobs with 
me. I tried to tell him that academics were 
just as much clock-watchers and bored by 
their routine as anyone else, but he wouldn't 
hear a word of it. 
Similarly is it any wonder that reputable 
overseas scientists avoid Queensland 
university? During the month of August, 
three internationally famous scientists 
visited Sydney and gave public lectures; Paul 
Erlich, outspoken conservationist and 
ecologist; Margaret Mead, Anthropologist; 
and B. Katz, Nobel Prize winner in Medicine. 
None, apparently, thought our Queensland 
Academics worth visiting. 
Though Erlich lectured to the Australian 
Medical Association on campus, he was not 
invited to talk even informally with our local 
ecologists. 1 suggest that our biology 
professors were too ashamed to let 
themselves be seen beside a real personality 
and genuine academic. 
By all means let the faculties of medicine, 
engineering, agriculture etc. serve the 
community. But the faculties of arts and 
pure science, around which the original 
concepts of the university grew, lose too 
much by trying to do this. I think they 
ought to become very much smaller and 
self-supporting. Perhaps then they might be 
able to come close to the 'real university' 
that was talked about during strike week. 
JIM SMITH 
Botany Department 
Dear Sir, 
Let's hear it for two more scientists selling 
out on morality. Ken Hathaway and Bill 
Swal I ing, second year Physics/Maths 
students, have.applied for commonwealth 
cadetships Involving a bond to the defence 
department to do weapons research (these 
cadetships are worth about $45 per week 
while at uni and increase annually). Let's 
treat them with all the respect and cordiality 
they deserve. 
JOE WOLFE 
JOIN THE JESUS REVOLUTION 
become a minister of religion 
personal satisfaction plus many other 
benefits, incl. military service 
exemption. Our church wilt ordain 
you as a bona fide minister. Send 
freewill donation of SIO to Universal 
Life Church, room 7, 1st floor. 290 
Collins Street, Melbourne. 
Parent church U.L.C. America. 
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